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In 1978, the year I graduated from Harding College, the

Petit Jean introduced the sophomore section of the yearbook
by saying that one of the best parts of being a sophomore
is knowing what to do when. Since I told last year's freshman class, "We get to be freshmen together," I guess that
makes me a sophomore. And it must be true because I have
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to admit that this year I have a much better idea of "what to
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do when'' than I did at this same time during my freshman
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year as president.
The sophomore year is typically the year when students
attend one of our seven international programs. Shortly after May graduation, Ann and
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I enjoyed visiting our program in Latin America. After an all-night flight to Chile, we
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got to spend "Empanada Friday" with the "HULA-gans." Then on Sunday, we enjoyed
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worshipping with the church in Vina del Mar. When the students packed up and left
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the campus in Chile, we traveled with them to Peru. There we visited Ollantaytambo
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and its Incan ruins. The next day we went to the breathtaking Machu Picchu. For Ashel
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Parson's photos of HULA's trip to Peru, see Page 14.

One of the most memorable moments in our travels with
the students came when we landed in Atlanta. Ann and I were
seated several rows in front of the block of seats where most
of the students were. When the wheels touched down, the
students serenaded the entire plane with Lee Greenwood's
"God Bless the USA." These joyous, kind, capable, friendly,
faith-filled, bright-eyed, optimistic young men and women
inspired everyone who heard their beautiful voices that day. I
know they inspired Ann and me.
The 2014-15 school year began with our dorms completely filled and another record
undergraduate enrollment. There is excitement on campus over the newly renovated
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cafeteria and the recently finished labs in the Pryor-England Science Building. Students from 49 states and 44 foreign countries have come to Searcy to start Harding's
91st year. And I get to be a sophomore! H
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Perhaps the most familiar icon of
Inca civilization, students in the
HULA program visited Machu
Picchu, located 7,970 feet above sea
level, before returning home. Photo
by Ashel Parsons.
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_ _Around Carn
Seven tabbed for new positions
Provost Larry Long announced

seven new appointments
within the College of Nursing,
Honors College, College of
Arts and Humanities, international programs, and registrar's office.
Dr. Susan Kehl, former
associate professor of nursing, was named dean of Carr
College of Nursing effective
June 1. Kehl
replaced Dr.
Cathleen
Shultz,
who stepped
down from the
position to focus on full-time
faculty responsibilities.
Kehl joined the nursing
faculty in 2012 to serve as director of graduate programs,
and she has led their development. A 1984 alumna, she
helped establish the nursing
program at Abilene Christian
University after serving 10
years as a faculty member and
administrator in a consortium
nursing program for three
universities in Abilene, Texas.
She also served for eight years
as a missionary in Kenya.
Effective Jan. 1, 2015, Mike
James will serve as dean of
the Honors College. James
replaces Dr. Warren Casey, who
is stepping
down to focus
his attention
on his other
duties as dean
of the College of
Arts and Humanities. The onsite director of the Harding
University in Greece program
since 2010, James previously
served as dean of the former
College of Communication,
chair of the department of
communication, and numerous leadership roles in the radio and TV production areas.
James has been a member
of the faculty since 1985 and
on staff since 1973. He re2 I Harding I FALL
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ceived his Ph.D. from Florida
State University in 1992 and
holds the academic rank of
Distinguished Professor of
Communication. He received
the Distinguished Teaching
Award in 1989, 1995 and 2007.
Replacing James as director of HUG will be Dr. Clay
Beason, associate
professor in
the exercise
science and
kinesiology
departments
and assistant
football coach
since 2000. He will leave football behind after 15 seasons of
coaching the Bisons.
Beason first became involved with the University's
international programs in
summer 2007 when he led a
group of students participating in the Harding University
in Florence, Italy, program,
sparking his interest in international study and exploration.
In addition to leading a
summer group in Florence,
Beason also spearheaded the
creation of Bison Athletes in
Training, which is a unique international program for Harding athletes. The program,
which began summer 2011,
is based in Italy and Germany
and allows athletes to study
abroad while incorporating
their own individual sport's
off-season workout plan.
Effective June 1, Daniel Adams, professor of art, became
chair of the department of art
and design, and Dr. Jim Miller,

4,492

assistant professor of communication, became chair of the
department of communication.
Adams replaced Dr. John
Keller, who returned to the
classroom
full time.
Adams
has been
at Harding
since 1991 and
was promoted to the rank of
professor in 2006. He holds a
Bachelor of Fine Arts, Master
of Arts and Master of Fine
Arts from Stephen F. Austin
State University.
Miller replaced Dr. Jack
Shock, who also stepped
down to return to the classroom full time. Miller has
been a member of the University faculty
since 2004 and
received his
Ph.D. from
University of
Tennessee in
2008. He first
joined the Harding staff in 1997 after graduating with a bachelor's in
Bible and religion. In addition
to having served as adviser for
student publications, Miller
also has directed both the
mass communication program and Honors Media and
Culture summer program.
Dr. Laurie Diles became
director of the oral communications program in the
department of communication at the end of June. Diles
replaced Dr. Patrick Garner,

Total undergraduate
enrollment, a 1.4
percent increase
from last fall

Freshman to sophomore retention rate

81.50/o

who returned to classroom
teaching and directing the
University's forensics program full time.
Diles joined the University
faculty as an associate professor in 2011 after having
taught as an adjunct since
2005. She completed her doctorate in communication at
The University of Oklahoma
and also holds an M.A. degree
from Abilene
University.
Diles taught
at ACU for
four years and
served as an
adjunct instructor
at Oklahoma Christian University. In addition to teaching, Diles and her husband,
Allen, who teaches in the
College of Bible and Ministry,
spent 11 years as missionaries
in the Czech Republic.
Tod Martin of York, Nebraska, was named registrar
replacing Janice Hurd, who
retired from the position
after serving the University
for eight years.
Martin comes
from York
College
after seven
years as the
schoofs registrar. He was
also an assistant professor in
York's business program and
taught classes in management and marketing.
A 1984 alumnus, Martin
graduated with a Bachelor
of Business Administration
degree in marketing and an
MBA from University of Central Arkansas in 1989. From
1989-99, he held the position
of assistant to the dean of
Harding's nursing school and
was responsible for recruiting and marketing for the
program. In addition to his
registrar position at York,
Martin also served as director
of admissions from 2002-06
and director of external relations from 2006-07.

Career Services
tracking success
Career Services has partnered with CSO

Research, a company based in Austin,
Texas, to test the company's Outcomes
Survey system. This new program collects
data from a graduating class to determine
how successful graduates are right out
of college.
"What I hope to find is the profile of
the student who gets a job early and gets
a job that pays well," Director of Career
Services Butch Gardner said. "With CSO,
we gather enough data so we can do that."
Gardner has manually collected data
with different survey sites, but with this
new system, a more thorough and readily
available collection of data will be delivered
in an easily accessible way. The collection
of data is stored on a server owned by CSO
with access by Gardner and can be distributed to different offices on campus.
Data collected reveals how early graduates are landing jobs, how much they are
getting paid, and the resources involved
in preparation for the launch into the job.
There were 845 students who graduated
spring 2014 who were among the inaugural class surveyed with this new program.
"If we find this information, we have
more information to help students,"
Gardner said. "We're excited about this
new data and will share it with other
constituents on campus. Our goal is for
career services to partner with many other
departments here on campus to help their
students get jobs."
Harding is the only university in Arkansas that partners with CSO Research
and the Outcomes Survey system.

Common Core State Standards were developed in 2009 and
determine what a high school student should know upon graduation. Passionate opinions of these unique standards can be
found at both ends of the spectrum. Are they vital to a student's
success? Are they hurting a student's educational future?
Harding magazine sat down with Dr. Cheri Smith, assistant
professor in Cannon-Clary College of Education, to find out
what the college is doing to prepare student teachers to be successful no matter what the future of educational standards looks like.

Like a child counting the days until Christmas, I couldn't wait to meet my very first
students. Shane, a second grader with curly blond hair and big blue eyes, longed to
learn to read but had a learning disability that made reading difficult. On the front row
sat Kelly, shy but eager to learn. She lived in the poorest part of town but wanted more
than anything to learn her multiplication tables before the end of the year. There were
no lists of mandatory standards to follow, so I did my best to get to know each student
as deeply as possible and give each one what they needed most.
Thirty years later, education has changed. Arkansas is one of 43 states that has adopted Common Core State Standards, a set of academic standards that outlines what a
student should know and be able to do in literacy and mathematics at the end of each
grade. Some educators strongly support Common Core standards as a way to provide consistency and increase rigor in education. Some are against them because they seem to
increase the role of government. Regardless, in order to meet Arkansas requirements for
licensure, our education students must know how to implement Common Core standards.
This year, Harding's College of Education will send out new teachers all over the United States and the world. They chose teaching as a profession not because they wanted
to teach to a set of standards but because they wanted to make a difference in students'
lives. We will train our majors to confidently teach using Common Core as a guide, but
more importantly, we will seek to empower them with the desire and passion to connect
with their students in meaningful ways and to become leaders in their schools and communities. Teaching is more than a set of standards. It is a mission.
The College of Education has adopted this quote by Rita Pierson as a theme for this
school year: "Every child deserves a champion, an adult who will never give up on them,
who understands the power of connection and insists that they become the best that
they can possibly be." In the next decade, new laws and regulations will undoubtedly
arise, but we will teach anyway. That's what we do. We engage in the lives of our students, and we teach. H

Physical therapy program receives five-year full accreditation
The Doctor of Physical Therapy program
was granted full accreditation status in
May by the Commission on Accreditation
in Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE).
The program was given a five-year term
extending until June 2019.
The CAPTE board of directors made
their decision to award full accreditation
status following a January site visit. The
organization examined every aspect of the
program including curriculum, faculty,
scholarship, clinical rotation sites, facilities and resources.
"We are very blessed that, from the
board of trustees to the president, everyone has been very supportive of this program. This is a team effort," said Dr. Mike

McGalliard, director of the
program. "They've given
us great support in terms
of equipment and facilities.
Our priority is to fully embrace the mission of
the University."
The timing of this
accomplishment of fullaccreditation status also
comes with an historic
milestone with the graduation of the program's
inaugural class. Commencement ceremonies
were held May 10, and
Harding's first-ever physi-

"WE ARE VERY
BLESSE□ THAT.
FROM THE BOAR□ OF
TRUSTEES T□ THE
PRESIDENT. EVERYONE HAS BEEN VERY
SUPPORTIVE OF THIS
PROGRAM. THIS IS A
TEAM EFFORT."

cal therapists received their
Doctor of Physical Therapy
degrees. The group also
had a 100 percent pass rate
on their physical therapy
board exams.
"We had a really special
group of students," McGalliard said. "Many of them
were accepted to other
programs, but they chose to
stay here at Harding even
though, at the time they
were accepted, we were not
accredited. They believed
enough in the program and
in the University to stay."
FALL 2014
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50 years later
In 1964, Harding had officially been relocated to Searcy from Morrilton for 30 years,
the school had been fully accredited for 10
years, and enrollment had reached a record
high of 1,228. It was also the same year
Alfred Prince, electrician and plumber, began working for Harding, and he never left.
When Prince was first employed by Harding at age 21, he worked in construction
on the Heritage building. He had just returned from military service and was looking for work.
"I was planning to work for five or six
weeks and then maybe go back to college,"
he said. "It's lasted a little longer than that."
It's actually lasted 50 years longer than
that. Prince was raised on a 400-acre farm
in Griffithville, Arkansas. Around the same
time he started working for Harding, he had
a crop in, and he planned on continuing

EWS MAKE RS

Velma probably would have made working
so that she didn't have to work and the kids
could have someone at home all the time."
Prince currently works as an HVACrefrigeration technician, electrician and
plumber. His project responsibilities have
spanned from refrigeration for the college
dairy's milk trucks 50 years ago to electrical
and heating and cooling academic buildings
and student dormitories today. Working all
across campus, he highly values the relationships he has been able to create.
"My favorite part about working for Harding is being around people and friends I've
worked with for several years," he said.
While longevity for Harding staff members is not uncommon, Prince's long tenure
under the leadership of four of the school's
presidents is a rare occurrence. H
-

Hannah Beall Owens
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Center of Allied Health

Physician Assistant Program
Two students wrote articles in
the June/July 2014 edition of
PA Professional. Brittany Sullivan published "Choose Hope:
How I Found Inspiration in
Despair," and Taylor Spikes
published "Chocolate Chips
and Walnuts: The Right Mix for
my Mental Health Rotation."
Physical Therapy Program
Dr. Anita Killins passed her
Neurological Clinical Specialist Board Certification Exam
in May.
Dr. Inna Swann completed
her certification in Pediatric
Neurodevelopmental Treatment in May.
College of Arts
and Humanities

Department of
Art and Design
Daniel Adams, professor and
chair, painted a 60-feet by
14-feet veterans mural on
West Market Street in Searcy.
Department of
Communication
Steve Shaner, assistant
professor, taught digital
photography and American
culture classes for four
4

with Harding until he figured out what he
wanted to do. After working in construction, Prince said that an electrical foreman
took notice of him and provided him with a
longer-term opportunity.
"He told me that he saw I worked hard,
and he wanted me to work for him," Prince
said. "I got better and better, so I just
stayed. We had no vacation, holiday, sick
leave or insurance when I went to work
here. It's changed a lot."
It was in May 1964 that Prince started
what has become his lifelong career at
Harding, and it was in July 1964 that he
began his lifelong commitment in marriage
to his wife, Velma. Throughout their marriage, Prince has contracted freelance work
for extra money.
"I contracted heat and air and wired
houses," Prince said. "I made the amount

I Harding I FALL 2014

weeks in May and June
at Jianghan University in
Wuhan, Hubei, China, as
part of an international
visiting professor exchange
program. He also lectured to
a group of advertising majors
and Jianghan education
professors. This is the fifth
year Shaner has been a part
of a professor exchange
program in China.
The Link, the University's
student-run, online news
website, placed fifth as
best college website in
the Southeast Journalism
Conference in February. Tyler
Carmical ('14), won fifth place
in best news graphic designer.
Senior Jewelya Williams
took 10th place in best news
editorial/cartoon. Senior Grant
Schol received fifth place in
best press photographer.
Department of Music
Dr. Scott Carrell, associate
professor, spent two weeks at
the Guangdong University in
Guangzhou, Guangdon, China,
in June performing, teaching
master classes, lecturing and
visiting with school leaders.
Dr. Mike Chance, associate
professor, contracted for
three performances by the

Little Rock Wind Symphony as
music director and conductor.
Dr. Cliff Ganus III, chair,
led members of the Harding
Chorus on a three-anda-half week trip through
Italy, Switzerland, Slovakia,
Hungary and Croatia singing
in concerts arranged by local
church hosts.
The Chamber Singers, directed
by Assistant Professor Kelly
Neill, traveled through
Kansas City, Missouri,
on their spring tour and
participated in a workshop
with Grammy Award-winning
conductor Charles Bruffy.
Dr. Wes Parker, assistant
professor, was chosen to
make a presentation at
the College Band Directors
National Association Athletic
Band Symposium in May in
Charlottesville, Virginia.
Susan Shirel, instructor,
and her voice student Nate
White ('14) participated in
the National Association of
Teachers of Singing National
Conference in Boston in
July where White came in
third in the nation in the
musical theatre division,
accompanied by Lis Jones,
assistant professor.

Neill and Shirel presented at
the Arkansas ACDA conference
in Hot Springs, Arkansas, in
July on "Working With Men's
Voices" and "Working With
Women's Voices," respectively.
College of Business
Administration

Three faculty members
presented at the Christian
Scholars Conference in
Nashville, Tennessee, in June
2014. Dr. Allen Frazier,
associate dean and associate
professor, along with Richard
Wells, assistant professor of
engineering in the College
of Sciences, presented
"Business and Engineering
- Merging Capstones to Plan
New Ventures." Dr. Glen
Metheny, director of the
graduate school of business,
presented "The Post-Millennial:
Next Generation Leadership."
Josiah Pleasant, director
of the Center for Business
as Missions, presented
"Entrepreneurship in Missions."
Frazier was awarded one of the
two inaugural C. Sam Walls
Entrepreneur Educator Awards
for the state of Arkansas
from the Donald W. Reynolds
Foundation April 2014.

Dr. Bryan Burks, dean, was
appointed as the Southwest
Regional Representative
for Delta Mu Delta national
business honor society. He
has served for the past 12
years as the faculty sponsor
for Harding's chapter of DMD.
Center for Professional
Excellence
Jessica McCumpsey was
hired as director. The
Barnabus Mentoring Program
was expanded to Little Rock
in spring 2014 to include 15
students and alumni.
College of Education

Susan Grogan, assistant
professor, defended her
dissertation at the University
of Arkansas at Little Rock
in April and completed
her doctorate in reading
education to earn a Ph.D. The
title of her dissertation is
"Reading, Argumentation and
Writing: Collaboration and
Development of a Reading
Comprehension Intervention
for Struggling Adolescents."
College of Nursing

Dr. Johnnetta Kelly received
the Arkansas Nurse Educator
of the Year award in May.

Pryor-England Science addition now in use
The 13,000-square-foot addition to the

Pryor-England Science Building was
completed July 31, and students and
faculty are taking full advantage of the
new space.
The board approved the recommendation for expansion after their May 2013
meeting, and construction began the
following fall semester. Located at the

north end of the building, the new space
includes a computer lab with 31 computer
work stations, a stadium classroom that
seats 100 students, and four faculty offices.
New laboratory space for students
includes two biochemistry labs, one with
14 new vent hoods and a new storage
room for chemicals; two dual classroom/
lab spaces; and a genetics lab.
The new addition to PryorEngland is viewed from
East Market Street.

RS NEWS MAKE RS IN EW S MAKERS IN EWS MAKE RS I NEWS MAKE RS I NEWS MAKE RS I NEWS MAKE
The Harding Student
Nurses Association won the
Breakthrough to Nursing
award at the National
Student Nursing Association
Convention in Nashville,
Tennessee, April 9-13, for
planning and hosting an
educational program for high
school students to explore the
profession of nursing.
A member of the HSNA, senior
Larissa Pinczuk placed second
overall in a photo contest at
the NSNA Convention.
College of Pharmacy
Dr. Ashley Earley, assistant

professor of pharmacy practice,
has been named the National
Community Pharmacists
Association Outstanding
Faculty Liaison of the Year for
2014. She will be presented
with the award during
the October NCPA Annual
Convention in Austin, Texas.
Earley was also selected by
the National Association of
Chain Drug Stores Foundation
as a participant in the
foundation's 2014-15 Faculty
Scholar's Program.
Ateam from the University's
College of Pharmacy was
named as a recipient of the

American Association of
Colleges of Pharmacy 2014
Community Engagement
Award for their work on
a student-led community
engagement program to
expand education and
prevention of the human
papillomavirus infection in
White County.
Students from the college
participated in a health fair
sponsored by Sanofi Diabetes
U.S. and the Arkansas
Travelers. They performed
20 blood sugar screenings
and also alerted several
participants of the need for
monitoring or follow-up.
College of Arts
and Humanities

Department of Engineering
James Huff defended his

dissertation at Purdue
University in June and
completed his doctorate in
engineering education to
earn a Ph.D. The title of his
dissertation is "Psychological
Journeys of Engineering
Identity From School to the
Workplace: How Students
Become Engineers Among
Other Forms of Self."

Department of Exerdse
and Sport Sdence
Dr. Ken Turley presented data
titled "Age Span Post-Exercise
Muscle Ischemic Comparison:
7-75 Years Old" at the
National American College of
Sports Medicine conference in
Orlando, Florida, in May.
Department of Family
and Consumer Sdences
Dr. Denise Fisher, associate
professor, was elected
chair-elect for the American
Association of Family and
Consumer Sciences Council
for Certification.
Dr. Lisa Ritchie, associate
professor and director of
the dietetics program,
attended the Arkansas
Dietetic Association Annual
Meeting in April in Little
Rock. She also attended the
Area 3 Nutrition and Dietetic
Educators and Preceptors
meeting in Chicago in April.
Dr. Crystal Whittington,
assistant professor, attended
the annual international
Child Life conference in New
Orleans in May. She is serving
on a committee to advocate
for inclusive practices in the
field of child life and
to facilitate diversity for

child life professionals with
special needs.
Fisher and Rebecca Teague,
assistant professor, attended
the Annual Conference of the
Arkansas Association of Family
and Consumer Sciences in
Conway, Arkansas, in March.
Fisher was a co-presenter for
two sessions at the American
Association of Family and
Consumer Sciences 105th
Annual Conference & Expo
June 25-28 in St. Louis.
The titles of the sessions
were "Impact, Interest, and
Insights for Increasing FCS
Course Enrollments" and
"Pre-Professional Assessment
and Certification: A Gateway
to Success for FCS Programs."
She also conducted a
round table discussion at
the Putting Research Into
Practice session titled
"Credentials Matter: Take
Advantage of AAFCS PreProfessional and Professional
Credentialing Programs."
Distinguished
Service Awards

The 2013-14 recipients are
Ronnie Harlow, assistant
professor/head of athletic
training; David Ross,

director of human resources;
Angela Sivia, E-learning and

multimedia services support
specialist; and Larry Ward,
foreman painter.
Teacher Achievement
Awards

The 2013-14 recipients are
Tim Baird, professor and

chair of the department
of computer science in
the College of Sciences;
David Bangs, associate
professor in the CannonClary College of Education;
Bob Churchman, assistant
professor of accounting in
the Paul R. Carter College
of Business Administration;
Patrick Garner, professor
of speech in the College of
Arts and Humanities; Lori
Klein, assistant professor of
political science and public
administration in the College
of Arts and Humanities;
Randy Lambeth, professor of
exercise and sports sciences
and director of the athletic
training program in the
College of Sciences; Paul
Pollard, professor of Bible and
Greek in the College of Bible
and Ministry; and Jeanie
Smith, assistant professor in
the College of Pharmacy.
FALL 2014
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Everyday student
College students pay for their education in a number of ways. Some take out loans,
some receive financial support from family, and some, like Brooks Bergman, win
$100,000 in tuition at halftime of an SEC Championship football game.
When freshman Brooks
Bergman, a Florence, Alabama, native, heard about the
Dr Pepper Tuition Giveaway,
he became eager about the
possibility of winning money
for college. A high school
senior at Mars Hill Bible
School at the time, he learned
of the contest from a friend
and decided to apply.
In order to become
eligible to be a finalist,
a video submission of
the contestant's story
and reason for attending college had to be
created, shared on
Facebook, and voted
for 50 times.
As a cancer survivor ofleukemia at age
3, Bergman's short
video encompassed
his journey and passions. He spoke of the
tremendous care he
received as a patient
and how he planned
to attend Harding to
pursue a career in the
medical field.
On Dec. 7, 2013 ,
in Atlanta, Bergman
entered into a halftime football-throwing
contest at the SEC
Championship football game. In the heat
of the competition,
Bergman said he
didn't recall much
going on around him.
He mentally prepared himself
for the noisy environment
that filled the stadium and
tried not to focus on the
other contestant's progress in
the game.
"I was pretty nervous.
When I found out I was a
finalist on Nov. 8, I practiced
6
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throwing every day except for
Thanksgiving Day," Bergman
said. "When I found out I
won, I remember being pretty
excited and giving my dad a
thumbs up."
With 20 finalists in each of
the four college football conferences, Bergman was one of
five in the SEC. At halftime,

pursue a medical missions
minor to further his desire to
make an impact.
"My goal is to become a
doctor so I can help others
even more," Bergman said. "I
love going to children's hospitals and encouraging young
patients who are going through
the same things I once did."

Bergman competed with the
other remaining finalist
throwing footballs through
a target. Bergman won the
contest and was announced
the $100,000 tuition-winner
on national television.
Bergman desires to be a
pediatric oncologist and also

Bergman says he believes
that "once you've been cured
ofleukemia, you don't wait
until later to do things. " He
has already made an impact
in the lives of others through
Camp Smile-A-Mile, a camp
for children with cancer; a
fundraising walk for leuke-

mia; and a medical missions
trip to Guatemala.
Morris Seawel, associate
director of admissions, said
he worked with Bergman
and talked with him several
times about Harding. Seawel
watched the entire contest
with his wife and friends
and said they were yelling
and screaming when
Bergman was announced as the winner. Bergman made
the decision to attend
Harding through the
culmination of visits
to campus and the Dr
Pepper contest.
"Having Brooks
here is fantastic," Seawel said. "Right after
the event, I called to
congratulate him. His
words exactly were,
'Yep, that definitely
sealed the deal.' I love
the fact that he won
the Dr Pepper contest.
In my 15 years at Harding, I've never had
anybody win anything
like that."
Dr Pepper believes
that every student
deserves a chance to
realize their potential,
and because of this
focus , the company
gave away more than
$1 million in tuition
in 2013 to help students like Bergman
across the country pursue
their dreams.
"I want to go into the
medical field, and this is going to help me help people,"
Bergman said. "I want to use
this for the glory of God and
to further the kingdom." H
- Taylor Gleaves

Navy SEAL, football legend AS I speakers
The 2014-15 American Studies Institute Lecture

Top to bottom:
Col. Lee Ellis,
Eric Greitens and
Archie Manning

Series got under way Sept. 18 with Col. Lee Ellis speaking. Early in his career, Ellis served as an Air Force
fighter pilot flying 53 combat missions over North
Vietnam. In 1967, he was shot down and held as a
prisoner of war for more than five years in Hanoi and
surrounding camps. He has authored or co-authored
four books on leadership and career development, and
he is founder and president of Leadership Freedom and
FreedomStar Media.
The series continues Nov. 13 with Eric Greitens, a
former Navy SEAL, the founder of The Mission Continues, and an award-winning and best-selling author.
Named to Time magazine's 2013 list of the "100 Most
Influential People in the World" and Fortune's list of
the "World's 50 Greatest Leaders," he draws from his
experience as a humanitarian and Navy SEAL lieutenant
commander to address leadership, team building, overcoming adversity and the power of service. Greitens is
a noted humanitarian, documentary photographer and
researcher who has worked across the globe.
Greitens' doctoral thesis, "Children First," investigated how organizations can best serve war-affected
children and inspired his award-winning book of photographs and essays, Strength and Compassfon, which was

recognized as Foreword magazine's Photography Book of
the Year and was the winner of the 2009 New York Book
Festival. The Mission Continues empowers wounded veterans to serve and lead in communities across America.
Former professional football quarterback Archie Manning will pick up the series in the new year Feb. 19,
2015. He attended the University of Mississippi where he
was named an All-American quarterback. In 1971, Manning was the second player chosen in the NFL draft and
the number one draft choice of the New Orleans Saints.
He set Saints passing records, played in two Pro Bowls,
and was named the NFC Most Valuable Player in 1978.
Manning was the first player in Saints history to be
inducted into the Louisiana Superdome Wall of Fame,
and he concluded his 15-year career in 1985. He was
also drafted four times by major league baseball. He was
voted Mississippi's Greatest All-Time Athlete in 1992
and was named Mississippi's Most Popular Athlete of the
Century. He was elected to the 50-Year All-South Team;
named one of the Top 25 Athletes of the Century in Louisiana; and, along with his son Peyton, named among the
100 All-Time Greatest College Football Players. He currently serves in public relations and consulting capacities
for several local, regional and national companies.
The fourth speaker has not yet been announced.

'Tales from the South' makes campus visit
During the spring semester, the University
entertained "Tales from the South," a radio
show created, produced and hosted by
Paula Martin Morell in partnership with
University of Arkansas at Little Rock's
department of rhetoric and writing. Having attended performances and participating in the show in Little Rock, Professor
of Communication Jack Shock decided to
look into the show's coming to Harding.
"I thought it was great fun, and I wanted to share the experience with Harding
and Searcy," Shock said. "[Morell] has
done a few shows on the road, so it really
was as simple as picking up the phone
and inviting her to come to Searcy."
"Tales from the Soutli' showcases
writers reading their own true stories.
While the stories do not have to be set
in the South, the writers must be either
originally from or currently live there. The
language, detail and voice of Southern storytelling resonate within all of the stories.
"My advanced public relations class
helped prepare for the event," Shock said.
"We discussed venues, publicity and the
minute details that are required to have a
successful event. [Morell] truly takes her
show on the road. She shows up with a

set, the recording and sound equipment
and a radio engineer. "
The Searcy show featured music by Dr.
Tom Alexander and Chuck Hicks; artwork
by Hannah Carpenter; and stories told by
Heath Carpenter, Dr. Stephanie Eddleman and Dr. Pat Garner.
"This was my second time to read for
the show," Carpenter said. "Jack is great
at conceptualizing, and picking Stephanie and Pat as readers was a great move
as our three personalities balanced each
other out well. Stephanie's story was introspective and poetic, while Pat had everyone in hysterics. I like to think my story,
'A Power-Mullet and Humble Pie,' served
as a conduit between those two emotions."
The on-campus Starbucks served as
the performance site and provided a place
for the Harding and Searcy communities, young and old, to come together and
enjoy a night of music and stories.
"We Southerners pride ourselves on
telling our stories with purposeful embellishments sprinkled in as we see fit, and
the South has proven the most fertile
ground for great tales," Carpenter said. "I
love that Paula has created a venue where
people come together and listen attentive-

ly to people telling such stories. There is
a throwback quality to her weekly shows;
it's certainly a far cry from what is most
often celebrated in popular culture. "
The radio program has an audience of
130 million, and the broadcast airs on local Central Arkansas Radio, World Radio
Network, multiple public radio stations
across the country, and more.
"With art, music, and lyrical words
from Southern storytellers, we had a true
celebration of the humanities," Shod< said.
FALL 2014

I Harding I 7

_ (Athletics)
From Rangers to Bisons
By S co TT Go o D E , assistant athletic director for sports information

All three of them still remember it as one of the best summers
of their lives. ~ They were members of the 2006 Arkansas
Rangers 12-year-old travel team based out of McCrory,
Arkansas. Catfish played second base. Ace was the shortstop.
And Five (his nickname and also his
uniform number) roamed the outfield as
the smallest kid on the team. All of them
pitched at times with Ace usually pitching the semifinals and Five pitching the
championship game - if they got that far.
The summer did not start out well.
Following a couple of very successful seasons, the 2012 Rangers went much of the
summer without winning a tournament.
To make things worse, D.J. Horton, the
team's starting catcher, suffered a broken
nose when hit by a baseball at a tournament in Southaven, Mississippi - a serious injury that kept him out of action the
rest of the summer.
The teammates knew that this was
probably the Rangers' last shot to do
something big.
"We knew going into that season that
it was probably going to be our last year
together," Catfish says. "We were spread
apart throughout the state and most of us
would be starting junior high school, so
our parents decided it would be the last
year for the Rangers."
But Catfish, Five, Ace and the rest of
the Rangers had a surprise in store for
other 12-year-old teams across the state.
Entering the state tournament as the
lowest-seeded team and playing for their
buddy D.J. , the Rangers stormed through
the first three games of the state tournament. They gave the ball to Ace to pitch
the semifinal and won. Five took the hill
in the final and won the state championship 4-3, wearing a wristband that showed
the number of his injured catcher, 43.
"We had won a lot of tournaments in
other years," Five says. "But that season
we had as our goal to win the state tournament especially for D.J. "
Fast-forward eight years. The trio of
Catfish, Five and Ace are all starting their
junior years at Harding University. No
longer teammates, they are all Bisons.
Catfish, the nickname of Park Parish
because of a unique haircut he had during the 2006 season, continued his base8 I Harding
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ball career while also playing football at
Clinton High School. He was All-State in
baseball as a senior and joined his former
teammate, Ace, in playing in the Arkansas High School All-Star Game.
Five is basketbalfs Jacob Gibson. No
longer the smallest, he has grown to be
6 feet 5 inches. He also played baseball
throughout high school, sitting out his junior season to concentrate on basketball.
He rejoined the baseball team as a senior
and, in the last game of his high school
career, pitched a perfect game for Jonesboro High School against Little Rock
McClellan in the state tournament.
Ace is the only one of the three still
playing baseball. Better known as Collin Campbell, he continued to play with
travel teams in McCrory and played on a
team in 2008 that won the Fellowship of
Christian Athletes national championship
in Cordova, Tennessee. Campbell had
an outstanding career at McCrory High
School, helping lead the Jaguars to a state
championship as a freshman and pitching seven no-hitters in his four years.
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All three took different paths when it
came to choosing Harding, but once
they did, success came quickly for the
Ranger trio.
Parish played in six games as Harding's reserve quarterback in the 2013 season that saw the Bisons win nine games,
including the 2013 Live United Texarkana
Bowl. Parish scored a touchdown on his
first career play from scrimmage.
Gibson helped lead the 2013-14 men's
basketball team to the Great American
Conference Tournament championship
and has played on two NCAA Tournament teams. As a sophomore, he made 82
3-pointers, the third most by a Harding
player in a single season, and earned honorable mention All-GAC honors.
Campbell collected Second Team AllGAC and Second Team All-Region honors
in his sophomore season. He posted a 9-2
record with a 2.43 ERA. Campbelfs nine
wins and three shutouts both tied for the
third-best in a Harding single season.
The summer of '06 is still a part of
them and helped form a pretty special
bond between the three Bisons. All three
are kinesiology majors, and every now
and then, one of them will sit down before ,
class, look over at his old teammate with
a smile and say, "Hey, do you remember
that time with the Rangers when ... " H
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Harding completed the 2014 baseball season 28-24 overall after
finishing 16-14 in Great American Conference games.
The Bisons qualified for the GAC Tournament in Enid, Oklahoma, and
advanced to the tournament's final day.
Senior first baseman Matt Calhoun became Harding's first First Team
All-GA( honoree. He hit .365 with five home runs and 40 RBI.
In addition to Calhoun, senior outfielder Trent Wooldridge and
sophomore starting pitcher Collin Campbell were named Second Team
All-GA(, and senior Logan Holthaus earned honorable mention.
Campbell led Harding's pitching staff with a 9-2 record and a 2.43 ERA.
He received Daktronics Second Team All-Central Region and National
Collegiate Baseball Writers' Association All-Central Region honors.
Senior second baseman Victor Guerra and sophomore Noah Chandler
earned NCBWA Central Region Gold Glove honors.

freshmen Courtney Derrick and Brookelynn Moon. Derrick hit .388
with two home runs, 18 RBI, and a team-leading 21 stolen bases,
while Moon hit .333 with six home runs and 31 RBI.

MEN'S TENNIS
»>

>»
»>

>»

WOMEN'S TENNIS
>»

MEN: Matt Calhoun is a four-time Great American Conference Hitter of

the Week. He is a .307 career hitter with 15 home runs and 110 RBI
in 173 games. Calhoun is Harding's career leader with a .991 fielding
percentage and is a two-time Academic All-GAC honoree.
WOMEN: Mollie Arnold is a two-time American Volleyball Coaches Association honorable mention All-America honoree. She also is a two-time
GAC Player of the Year and four-time All-Conference honoree. Arnold
ranks second at Harding with 1,884 career kills.
. Kristen Celsor earned All-America honors as a senior on the Lady
Bison basketball team. She was Central Region Player of the Year and
GA( Player of the Year. Celsor also holds the school record in the outdoor
high jump. She has twice qualified for NCAA Division II nationals in the
high jump. She is a two-time Capital One Academic All-America honoree.
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Men's golf concluded the 2013-14 season with a sixth-place finish
among 11 teams at the Great American Conference Championship.
The team score of 896 at the GAC Championship was the best score
ever by a Bison team at an NCAA Division II conference championship.
Senior Lucas Collins was Harding's top performer at the GA( Championship, shooting 3-over 219 over 54 holes and earning AllTournament honors with a sixth-place finish.
Sophomore Alex Williamson was the team's top golfer with a stroke average of 75.0, the third-best single-season stroke average by a Bison.
Collins and Williamson both earned Second Team All-GA( honors.
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Junior Brittany Marquez highlighted the 2014 Lady Bison golf season by qualifying for the NCAA Division II Women's Super Region 3
Tournament. She tied for 21st of 49 golfers in the super tournament
with a 22-over 238 over 54 holes.
Marquez tied for second at the Great American Conference Championship with an 11-over 227.
Marquez's 79.3 stroke average was the best in the program's history.

In its first season as an NCAA intercollegiate program, Harding had a
32-26 overall record and a 22-18 Great American Conference record.
Junior pitcher Amber Rollins earned Second Team All-GA( honors
after leading the conference with 205 strikeouts.
Harding's offense was led by honorable mention All-GAC honorees

Under first-season head coach Marco Ruiz, men's tennis finished the
season 9-8 overall, its 41st-straight winning season.
Freshman Mathaus Spiering and junior Jon Mark Rowden both
earned First Team All-Great American Conference honors.
Spiering finished the season with a 19-3 singles record and was
named GAC Freshman of the Year and Intercollegiate Tennis Association NCAA II Central Region Rookie of the Year.
Spiering finished the season ranked No. 36 in Division II in singles.
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Harding compiled an 18-6 record overall record, its 23rd-straight
winning season.
The Lady Bisons, under first-year head coach Marco Ruiz, went 6-0 in
Great American Conference matches, winning their first regular season conference championship since winning the AIC title in 1994.
The Lady Bisons won the GAC Tournament on April 19 in Bentonville,
Arkansas, with a 5-3 victory over No. 29 Arkansas Tech University.
Harding had four players earn All-GA( honors, and Ruiz was named
GA( Coach of the Year. Sophomore Ali Rowden , freshman Piper Huey
and senior Benyapa Phumtip earned First Team All-GAC, and freshman Arielle Butler was named Second Team All-GAC.

Men's track and field had two members earn All-America honors. Freshman Josh Syrotchen collected the honor after placing fourth in the
discus at the NCAA II National Meet in Allendale, Michigan. Sophomore
Corey Bassett earned All-America by placing eighth in the 100 meters.
Syrotchen broke his own school record in the discus at the national
meet with a throw of 181 feet, 1 inch. He became Harding's first AllAmerica recipient in the discus.
Bassett also made history as Harding's first All-America honoree in
the 100 meters. He finished the final in 10.75 seconds, two days
after setting the Harding school record at 10.43 in the preliminaries.
The 4x200-meter relay team of junior Dillon Bagwell, Bassett,
senior Landon Belcher and sophomore Kevin Naceanceno ran an alltime best 1 minute, 27.67 seconds at the UCA Relays, and sophomore Jacob McDonald broke the hammer throw record with a toss of
156 feet, 10 inches at Harding's meet.
Naceanceno, a member of the 4x400-meter relay team, earned Capital One Academic All-America honors. He and sophomore hurdler
Stephen Hedlund were both Capital One Academic All-District.

Two team members qualified for the NCAA Division II national meet in
Allendale, Michigan. Junior Ewa Zaborowska placed 11th in the 1,500
meters, and sophomore Rachael Demeyer placed 20th in the javelin.
Zaborowska broke two school records during 2014, setting new marks
in the 800 meters (2:09.63) and the 1,500 meters (4:25.59). Demeyer set a record in the javelin with a toss of 147 feet, 9 inches.
Zaborowska won the 1,500 meters in 4:33.69 and the 5,000 meters in
17:51.82 at the Lone Star Conference Outdoor Championships. Dorneyer won the javelin and broke the school record with a throw of 147-9.
Zaborowska and senior high jumper Kristen Celsor both earned
Capital One Academic All-America honors.

For the latest sports information, visit www.hardingsports.com.
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Since the early days of the University's Carr College
of Nursing, Dr. Cathleen Shultz, RN, has been there, from
watching the program come together in its infancy to
moving into the newly built, state-of.the-art Swaid Center
for Health Sciences at the beginning of the 2013 school year.
This summer, she stepped down from her position as dean,
a title she has held since 1980. Under her supervision, the
college has developed a reputation of producing first-rate
nurses through a rigorous, faith-based curriculum.
With her guidance
and dedication to nurse
education, the college has
accomplished a number of
feats. It was the first nursing program in Arkansas
to use computers as a part
oflearning, to introduce
primary care into the curriculum, to provide health
services to Head Start and
HIPPY programs, to initiate health screenings in
public schools, to provide
health information and
services to the elderly, and
to incorporate health missions into the curriculum.
All of these notable
achievements stemmed
from a director turned
founding dean with a deep
passion for nursing and
with a dedication to make
Harding's programs one of
the best.
Shultz first discovered
her love of nursing working as a candy striper in
local hospitals.
"There were two nurses who headed that program, and they greatly influenced
my decisions," Shultz says. "Under the influence of those two women, I became
interested in nursing and decided to take that path."
After receiving her nursing diploma from East Liverpool City Hospital (Ohio)
School of Nursing in 1967, she began working in hospitals and was soon asked to
teach in one of the hospitafs nursing programs. Having considered teaching in the
past, Shultz was happy to take on the additional responsibility, transitioning to fulltime teaching a few years later.
While in school and working as a nurse in Charleston, South Carolina, Shultz first
learned of Harding when she met the late Dr. Neale Pryor, former vice president of
academic affairs. He mentioned to her that then Harding College was in the beginning stages of its own nursing program and asked if she would be interested

'Where we
came from
and where
we're
heading' ~a~~I~~

10

I Harding I FALL 2014

REFLECTS ON
PROGRAM'S
GROWTH AN □
SUCCESS
By
JENNIFER
HANNIGAN

Simpty _stated, -Harding has' been . privileged to have had
·orie•·of".the:greatest nursing leaders of the ,last 50 years as
th_e ·dean . of this ·school. What Cathie · has done for nursing
in.the u~s:.- and for health care in:,Arkansas is nothing less
than .a miracle. That anyone could have done what Cathie
had ~a,tionally done as dean of a small, religiously affiliated ·university in rural Arkansas is more of a miracle .
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in teaching in it. While she was hesitant at first, Harding
administrators continued to pursue her, and Shultz eventually
agreed to teach once she had finished her master's at Emory
School of Nursing in Atlanta.
The first nursing class enrolled in fall 1975 with 60 students and seven faculty members.
"I taught them all and got to know each of them very well,"
Shultz says. "They worked very hard, often carpooling to Little
Rock because the hospitals here didn't offer some of the areas
we needed, like obstetrics and psychiatries, at that time."
In March 1977, Dr. Clifton L. Ganus Jr., then president of
Harding, asked Shultz to direct the nursing program following the previous head's resignation.
"I was shocked," Shultz recalls. "That was not my career
goal, but I knew I wanted to help the program. I knew what
it was like in the health care world, and we need a godly presence out there."
She assumed the position in August of that year. In addition to pursuing her Ph.D. from Vanderbilt University, she
also found herself in the middle of the program's accreditation process, which proved to be a difficult task with many
potential roadblocks along the way. The accrediting bodies at
first were skeptical of the schoofs foundation of faith.
"I think some of the earliest, most difficult struggles were
that our national and state accreditation bodies said that we
could not put anything in our curriculum that mentioned
God or spirituality," Shultz says. "If you couldn't measure it,
see it, feel it or taste it, it could not work, and they would not
accept it."
Shultz prayed a great deal about the process, and once the
accreditors saw the quality program Harding was creating,
they allowed and accepted the faith focus.
It is with that faith that the college stresses the importance
12 I Harding I FALL
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of patient care - treating each person a nurse comes in contact with as a child of God and with the respect and care they
deserve. The program has also worked to adapt and prepare
students for the changing world of health care. Some of what
the students learn in the classroom will have changed by the
time they graduate, so the program strives to teach them how
to navigate those changes.
"It's the biggest skill they could learn," Shultz says. "They
have to learn how to be flexible, to adapt, to know where the
resources are, and to never stop learning as a nurse. Their
problem-solving skills, their critical thinking skills, and their
ability to write and process are vital in the field."
As the program grew, so did Shultz's family. Two years
after the death of her first husband in a plane crash, Shultz
met her husband, Sam, a pediatrician at Arkansas Children's
Hospital. The couple married in 1983. While she and her
husband do not have children of their own, they have figuratively adopted 35 young people, who have since grown and
given the Shultzes 64 "adopted" grandchildren of varying
ages. Through these adoptions, the Shultzes have cultivated
lasting relationships with these people who were far away or
disconnected from their own families, nurturing and loving
them and building their own far-stretching family.
The College ofNursing's impact has stretched far as well,
reaching into the Searcy community. In the 70s, children in the
area had very few school nurses. Through the college's community health course, Shultz added going into area schools as
a part of the clinical experience, and student nurses performed
check-ups on the children, diagnosing poor eyesight, scoliosis
and other ailments. The class still provides the school checkups, but the students are now brought to Harding.
"It changed the health of schools and also gave us another
clinical outlet," Shultz says.

It's hard for me to imagine the Carr College of Nursing
without Dr. Cathleen Shultz. She has dedicated her life,
working unendingly to make the college an educational
institution of Christian excellence that truly develops
Christian nurses as servants.... Harding's Carr College of
Nursing is her legacy, and she will continue to be remembered and highly honored by that legacy.
- JERRY MYHAN
Assodate Professor of Nursjng

Dr. Shultz serves as a model servant leader within
regional and national nursing organizations .... She
should be celebrated and honored. She is unwavering in
her commitment to integrity; she is humble in her approach to working with colleagues; and she is committed
to the principle that leaders create other leaders rather
than followers.
-

DR. NANCY LANGSTON
Former Dean of Nursjng,
Vfrgjnfo Commonwealth Unjversffy
Past Presjdent, Na6onal League of Nursjng
Later came projects to help seniors as the college hosted
the first senior health fair at the White County Fair and other
outreach programs.
While Harding's nursing program gained a reputation of
excellence, so did the woman at its helm. During her career,
Shultz has garnered awards and accolades and become a
well-known leader among nurse educators. She was the first
Arkansan elected to the national board of governors of the
National League for Nursing, and she is the only Arkansan
to serve that board as president. Governors Bill Clinton and
Mike Beebe appointed her to the Arkansas State Board of
Nursing, and she is currently in her fourth term, having been
elected as president from 1991-92 and now serving as chair of
the education committee. Other honors include being named
Outstanding Alumnus from both Emory University and
University of South Carolina as well as being named a Fellow

Dr. Cathleen Shultz's love for the
students was evident even in the
early days of her Harding career.

Dr. Shultz has helped shape the character and the practice of nursing through nursing education throughout
the United States and abroad . ... What sets Dr. Shultz's
contributions to excellence in teaching apart from others
is the depth and breadth of her reach into the human
community in all facets of its life through a wide array of
professional, community and civic services . ... With her
vision for nursing and legion of her contributions to the
world community, Dr. Cathleen Shultz is an American icon
in nursing education.
- DR. IGNATIUS PERKINS
Professor and Dean of Nurs,·ng, Aqujnas College

For 37 years, Dr. Shultz has blessed this program, countless numbers of students, more than 1,500 graduates,
numerous faculty, this university, and not to mention the
hundreds of people served by our graduates. She built at
Harding what no one at our sister universities has been
able to build.
- DR. DA'LYNN CLAYTON
Former Assodate Dean and Professor of Nursjng
of the American Academy of Nursing in 1992 and a Fellow of
the Academy of Nurse Education in 2012.
Through all of the growth and recognition, the most
significant change for the program has been the new
44,000-square-foot Swaid Center, which the college shares
with the department of communication sciences and disorders. The center provides a basic nursing skills practice lab,
a 4,650-square-foot clinical practice center, including two
1,000-square-foot clinical rooms and a storage and laundry
area for the geriatric, well-child and wellness screening clinics.
This clinical practice center creates opportunities for prenursing and nursing students to practice basic clinical and nursing
skills in a larger, high-standard, state-of-the-art environment.
"When the nursing students saw the building for the first
time, they looked like first-time tourists in Manhattan, looking up with their eyes wide and pointing at different things.
They are delighted with it."
And while the center provides numerous
resources to help the students succeed, the
nurses educated in the past speak to the
caliber of the faculty itself.
It is that standard of excellence carried
over from the past that will still be housed in
the Carr College of Nursing within the Swaid
Center. And Shultz, who has witnessed it all
come together, appreciates that connection
to the past.
''A student from the first class of nurses
designed our College of Nursing logo,"
Shultz says. "It's etched in our doors in this
new building, and I see it when I'm going
in and out. It's a nice reminder of where we
came from and where we're heading." H
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HOW DO YOU BEGIN TO DESCRIBE A JOURNEY THROUGH COMPLETELY NEW

places? How do you explain what another culture feels, tastes, smells, sounds or looks like?
There are some places and cultures that you simply have to experience, not just look up
online. You have to feel the warm breeze against your cheeks while boating down the
Amazon. You have to taste the handmade local tamales. You have to smell the fresh
falling through the thick forest. You have to hear the animals in their natural habitat. You
have to see the vibrant colors of clothing and natural beauty of the landscape. You have to
try and understand the language or at least figure out what is being communicated. Photos
do a fine job of teasing you, but it's not until you get out and truly experience a culture
other than your own that you can really appreciate it for its uniqueness, and that's exactly
what HULA students did May 20-30 on their group trip to Peru. »
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Boats are the main

mode of

transportation in the Amazon. Students
took a 30-minute boat ride to get to
their rain forest cabins and continued
using them to get from place to place
during their stay in the Amazon.
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Visiting with the locals in Cusco, sophomore
Lydia McReynolds stops to hold a lamb. Students
had plenty of free time in Cusco to explore the
city and get their souvenir shopping done.

I I It· \ it \\ from the top of Huayna Picchu
looks down on Machu Picchu. Many of the
students woke up early to make the long
hike .up Huayna Picchu, more than 1,770
steps straight up. Once at the top, they
experienced the breathtaking 360-degree
view that not only looks down on the famous
ruins but also gives endless views of the
surrounding Andes Mountains.

Sophomore Molly Helton canopy
walks in the Amazon rain forest. Students
stayed three nights in the Amazon and spent
the days on excursions in the forest.

16
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After a long day exploring the Amazon

Listening to the tour guide, students

rain forest with guides, sophomore Jacob Baker
along with other students joined the locals and
played soccer.

sit on one of the ancient Incan terraces of
Pumatallis. They got to walk through the ruins of
Incan towns, temples, storehouses and quarries.

Taking photos

Leading the pack, Andrea Decamp,
Lauren Heffington and Molly Helton hike back
down one of Ollantaytambo's surrounding mountains after taking a free afternoon to explore
the town and trails around the ancient city.

students Jackson Petty,
Alex Traughber and Catherine Wamack and
President Bruce Mclarty get up close to the
llamas on Machu Picchu. Llamas are able to
wander through the ruins along with people,
just like in ancient times.
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BUILDING WELLS, WALLS AND RELATIONSHIPS

Alex Warzecha
partners with one
of the local Haitians
to construct a roof
on an additional
classroom building
at Peltan Chrisian
Primary School.

for Humanity, allowing students to consult on various issues,
and Harding University Tahkodah, giving students a place to
practice the designs they've created for developing countries.
The class also developed a partnership with Haiti called
Ansanm, which means "together" in Creole. The relationship
came from Huff's connections to the country since his father
had been a missionary there. They partnered with Richard
Rodney, preacher at Peltan Church of Christ, director of the
Peltan Christian Primary School and co-director of the Center
for Biblical Training. His commitment to the gospel and his
openness to working with Americans drew the department to
working with him.
"He was really on the same page with our vision of not letting us come in and dictate what we were going to do," Huff
says. "He would challenge us when we were kind of dictating
the terms, even without realizing it. He'd also give us grace,
and that was really what we needed in a good partnership."
In the early stages, Wells and Huff had two options when it
came to working in Haiti. They could partner with a technology or they could partner with a community.
"With technology, we could pick a topic such as clean water
and then become clean water specialists," Wells says. "Each
year we would go to a different location, and we'd hone our
skills, get better at it and help different communities. The other choice, to partner with a particular group of people, meant
the technology projects would be different every year, but we
would be helping build and partner with that single group."
By choosing a specific community to return to help year
after year, the group would not only build infrastructure for
the school but also build relationships with those with whom
they'd chosen to work.
"In Christ we have relationship with one another," Huff
says. "We're members of the same body. What that has put
at the forefront is that, because we partner with people and
because we go back to that same place and nurture that relationship, it doesn't really become a helping thing; it becomes
a relational thing. We learn so much from each other."
Another element to the Ansanm partnership was the inclu-

sion of the University's professional counseling program.
Huff contacted Todd Patten, dean of student success and
associate professor in the program, to see ifhe would be
interested in joining efforts and bringing counseling students
to aid the people of Peltan.
"Todd has emphasized counseling, teaching, seminars and
empowering the same stakeholders who we're working with
to think through what their needs are, to think through what
they need to empower themselves," Huff says.
The professional counseling students serve two roles in the
partnership. One is that they help the engineering students
understand the why of what they're building and how each
project can impact the Peltan community. Using Maslow's
Hierarchy of Human Needs as a tool for decision making,
the counselors suggested a well and latrines as the initial
project rather than lighting since food, water and shelter are
principal needs.
The second role is serving the school and students in Peltan by leading teacher training sessions, child-development
trainings, and water and nutrition lectures. The professional
counseling students also aid in the construction of the engineering projects.
"When I have my students and they're digging a well or
building a wall, I tell them that they're counseling now," Patten says. "When you're working with an individual and they're
future oriented, you're helping them better themselves."
Each program brings their own talents to the partnership,
which strengthens the relationships between the Christians in
Peltan and the Harding group.
"The counseling students and I are different from the
engineering students and their professors," Patten says. "We
have a different set of strengths. At times we're dependent on
them, and there are times where they're dependent on us. We
act as a system of checks and balances for each other."
The addition of professional counseling empowers the
people to meet their personal needs while engineering collaborates on aspects of the physical needs.
"We're supporting that particular school from an »
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infrastructure perspective - water, electricity, sanitation,
construction - and then Todd and those he takes are supporting them from a teaching perspective," Wells says. "It just
makes a lot of sense."

T

he first group of students traveled to Haiti in 2011 to
help build a well on the school grounds. Before the trip,
the students, Wells and Huff brainstormed on the best
method to dig and construct the well and narrowed it
down to a couple of possibilities. One was that they could hire a
professional with a truck rig and let that do the digging.
"If we had just hired a company, both we and the local
Haitians would have just passively watched," Wells says. "But
a method that involves us actively working together better
helps build our relationship."
While the group would have chosen this method if needed,
they wanted to find a way to engage the Haitians in the process
and hopefully teach them how to build more wells on their own.
So, they elected to dig the well with a manual auger. However,
the translation of the word "gravef' created a snag in the process.
"[The auger] only really works through sand, clay or peasized gravel," Huff explains. "We were talking with them
about what the dirt was like. While the auger wouldn't work
if they had rocks, it would work if they had gravel. They said
it did have gravel, but that was OK. Our whole plan was built
with that in mind."
When the time came for the team to make the first turn
of the manual auger in order to begin the digging, it was a
monumental task. That turn was met with a loud clunk.
"'One rock,' we thought. No big deal. We dug a little and
pulled out the one rock," Huff says.
Another turn and another clunk. Eventually it was clear
that the Haitian term for gravel included much bigger rocks
than the English word. The team had planned a whole design
decision based on a miscommunication.

"Our whole plan was shot as far as what we were going
to do," Huff says. "The beautiful part of this story is that on
this one day the men of the Peltan Church of Christ and the
men associated with this primary school got broken spades,
crowbars and other tools and began digging. It was a day
where we were really supporting the men from the church in
Peltan, Haiti. We were getting them water and doing whatever
we could. All of the digging technology we brought was worthless. But as I later learned from Richard, this created an occasion for empowerment. It was a crystallizing moment that this
really is what happens when you're working in relationship."
While there were many obstacles to overcome, the men of
Peltan were able to strike an underground spring, providing
clean, clear water for the school. The men were so proud of
the work they had accomplished and were surprised to see
how deep they had dug on their own. Their commitment to
providing clean water for the children showed through their
efforts. Also, the installed pump and related technologies
brought from the U.S. worked well.
In 2012, the engineering class returned to Peltan, this time
to build a wall around the schoofs compound. Each project is
decided on by an Ansanm committee made up of elders and
deacons from the church, the school principal and Rodney.
While the class has some influence on the decision-making,
the ultimate choice lies with the locals. Even though Wells
found it difficult to get excited about the project, he later discovered it was one of the best projects they could do.
For the students, the wall project provided them something
to do at all times, whether it be hauling blocks, shoveling
gravel, digging footers or laying mortar on blocks. For the
people of Peltan, it helped shake off the negative associations
they and many of the people of Haiti had with manual labor.
"They remember their country's history of slavery," Wells
says. "Haiti is the only slave country to successfully rebel and
gain its independence. The resultant pride in their heritage
Alyssa Anderson
does preventative
maintenance on the
solar lighting system
installed in 2013.
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builds resolve through all of their hardships now. Richard said
that they overly emphasize the connection between manual
labor and slavery. He said that when university students and
professors are working side-by-side with them we were helping
him teach his people that manual labor is actually a good thing."
For the next project in 2013, the engineering class installed
a solar lighting system. With the help of the lighting system,
the locals are able to hold adult literacy classes at night and
use the Bible as their textbook. The engineering students
enjoyed the project from a technology standpoint, but the
Haitians wanted a project that focused more on construction
- an area they felt more empowered in.
"One of the things we emphasize with our students is that
the day we leave, the Haitians have to feel ownership of whatever project we've left with them," Wells says. "They have to
feel empowered. I'm not saying we've done a perfect job with
it, but all of our decisions have been to do the best we can so
they feel ownership. When it came time to choose this year's
project, the locals wanted to do construction again because
that's where they feel the most empowered."
In addition to maintaining past projects, the students
helped build additional classrooms during spring break. The
primary schoots numbers had grown so much that there was
not enough space for all of the students who wished to attend.
The new classrooms would help the school admit more students. This project, like many of the others, allowed Harding
students and faculty to work alongside the people of Peltan and
continue to foster the growing relationship between the two.
n addition to the benefits from the bonds formed with
the Haitians, engineering students also receive crucial
hands-on experience that is hard to receive in a standard
classroom setting.
"It is a rare experience to design something that is real in
an engineering curriculum nationwide," Huff says. "A lot of
times when design is taught - a very crucial course skill to
being an engineer - the only people who see anything that
comes out of that design is the instructor and the students in
the class. Students are learning all of these concepts in classes
that they've done probably thousands of textbook problems
on, and they see how those take real shape."
Having been away on academic leave since the first year of
the class, Huff is now planning the class and its future. For
the upcoming year, students in the course will learn the principles of engineering design through partnership with Habitat for Humanity. Students will work on complex issues of
design with the Habitat volunteers and around the house that
is being built. In addition, the students will take the principles
of engineering design that they're learning and think through
how they will teach engineering design in the context of the
Ansanm partnership. The plans for summer 2015 are not to
build but instead carefully listen and observe and be attentive
to the needs of the people of Peltan. In doing so, the course
can maintain its collaborative focus where each member can
participate in the process.
"In looking at our curriculum, this class best matches the
University mission; it integrates faith, learning and living as well
as community of mission," Wells says. "It was a pivotal decision
back in 2010 to partner with technology or with community, and
I'm glad we decided to partner with people." H

I

As a freshman, engineering student Shawn Batten ap-

proached the program about competing in the Baja Society
of Automotive and Aerospace Engineering international
competition. After convincing the faculty to give the competition a try, Batten and his classmates committed their
time to making the Baja team happen.
"Baja is entirely student driven," says Wes Plybon,
engineering lab director and Baja team co-adviser. "I think
the biggest benefit is having something that students can
sink their teeth into. It is the most mechanically complicated project our students have ever taken on. There is a
tremendous amount of teamwork involved, and it develops
leadership skills. Many of these benefits would also come
from a different senior design project, but because it is such
a large project, the benefits are more intense."
Together, the team of students creates an off-road vehicle from concept and design to actual construction during
the fall and spring semesters, spending a combined total of
almost 5,000 hours of work before taking the car to competition. In the end, the crew is able to watch their creation
spring to life on the racetrack's rugged and dusty terrain as
it is driven by fellow team members.
The process itself gives students the opportunity to apply
the theories learned in the classroom in a hands-on setting.
''You are able to do real engineering and problem solving
and work as a team," said Bison Baja team member and driver
Tim Bailey. ''You're putting your design out there on a market
against other teams, so you're designing competitively. As a
result, we're better engineers because of this process."
Not only does the team get valuable experience for their
future careers, but they also have the opportunity to do
what called them to engineering in the first place.
"We're engineers, and while our jobs will focus on designing, we all love to build stuff and have those types of projects," Bailey said. "Getting to build the car is the most fun."
The Bison Baja team first competed in 2013 at Tennessee
Tech and faced major Division I schools.
"[That first year] we failed tech inspection three times,"
Plybon says. "It was our first time competing, and we, faculty included, didn't really know what to expect. The team
was so down, but they kept plugging, and we had one more
chance to pass inspection. I've never seen a happier bunch
of students when we passed."
At the end of the competition, the Bison Baja team placed
25th out of 100, topping teams from SEC and Big 10 schools.
The Baja team returned to compete in 2014, placing 54th
of 109. In spring 2015, the competition will be held at Auburn
University, and the Bison team is already in the beginning
stages of preparing for that race. R
- Jennifer Hannigan
FALL 2014

I Harding I 23

(Connections)
1952
Rees Bryant's book Baptism,
Why Wait? was translated into
Spanish by Literature and
Teaching Ministries in 2013.
His wife, Patti Mattox, published a book in 2013 titled
Divine Choreography, which tells
the story of their work in Nigeria from 1958-67 when they
assisted Dr. Henry and Grace
Farrar in the establishment of
Nigerian Christian Hospital.
(2237 Mallard Creek Circle, Kissimmee, FL 34743)

1969
Dan Price has released his
seventh novel and fourth in a
series called A Redneck's Revenge. (1422 Wood Stock Court,
Houston, TX 77044)

1971
Wayne Winget retired from
General Electric Co. Jan. 1 after
15 years. He traveled throughout the U.S. and many foreign
countries inspecting nuclear,
coal and gas fired power plant
turbines for material integrity.
He and his wife, Debra, have
three sons. (601 Police St., Minden, LA 71055)

1972
Valerie Massey Goree has
published another novel, Colors
of Deceit, a stand-alone sequel to
Deceive Me Once. Valerie is a retired educator focusing on writing, and her husband, Glenn
('73) , is a counselor. (P.O. Box
63341 , Pipe Creek, TX 78063)

1 974

Billy Pullen completed his second graduate degree, a Master
of Fine Arts in creative writing,
from Sewanee, The University of the South, in May. He
teaches English, performance
and literature in the International Baccalaureate Program
at Germantown High School.
He is a past recipient of Shelby
County Teacher of the Year
and West Tennessee Teacher
of the Year. His writing has
appeared in Narrative and in
Bard College's Writing From the
Inside Out. (5 53 Beale St., #201,
Memphis, TN 38103)

1980
Boyd Jones worked in student
activities at University of Tulsa
from 1981-92 and retired from
Winthrop University in Rock
Hill, South Carolina, this sum-
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Serving around
the world
When Scott Drumheller ('91) graduated from Harding with a business
degree in human resources, he had no
idea that degree would propel him into
a leadership role at an organization in
209 countries with more than 46,000
different service clubs. As the executive
administrator of Lions Clubs International, Drumheller collaborates with leaders around the world to
serve people in need.
Since 1917, Lions clubs have aided the blind and visually
impaired, championed youth initiatives, and strengthened local
communities through hands-on service and humanitarian projects.
"The most rewarding thing is the opportunity to work with
our elected leadership and help them shape the strategy and
long-term plans for the organization and for how we're going to
continue to serve communities throughout the world," he says.
Drumheller was part of the first group of students who pursued
the College of Business Administration's human resources major.
This academic track provided him with an outlet to learn more
about human resources management in a large business setting.
"My intention was to graduate and go to work for a company
in the HR field," he says. "My degree definitely helped me get
my first full-time job."
Drumheller worked at Arkansas Farm Bureau Insurance for
almost two years and graduated with his MBA in 1994 from
University of Arkansas at Little Rock.
Drumheller then moved back home to Chicago where he enrolled in DePaul University's College of Law. After his graduation,
he worked for a few law firms in the Chicago area specializing in
labor and employment law, one of which first introduced him to
Lions Clubs International. He was hired by the organization as
general counsel and served in that role for almost 11 years.
"When I started at Lions, my goal had been to become an
in-house legal counsel for a company," Drumheller says. "When
I was 32 years old, I had the opportunity to work for Lions in
that capacity. That was really a career highlight for me."
After working with the board of directors, the volunteer
base and other managers, Drumheller's role at Lions evolved to
become a more prominent management position. Though the
organization has no political or religious affiliation, Drumheller
sees a universal appeal in serving others that is embraced by
the leaders and individual clubs that comprise this international
service organization.
"We have members who are of every religion and political belief, and I've met thousands of people who view serving people as
the most important thing in their lives," he says. "As I look at the
purpose of this organization, what we do, and what our clubs do,
I see people serving their fellow community members in need.
"That service attitude and leadership model is clearly related
to what I believe, what I learned at Harding, and what I learned
at my church to be a huge part of Christianity. Regardless of
their beliefs, religious affiliation or political system, people still
believe in serving their community, and that's what brings this
whole organization together. Being a part of it is incredibly
rewarding and motivating." H
- Hannah Beall Owens

mer after 22 years. During his
last year at Winthrop, he was
awarded the
Richardson
Award for
being the
person who
best represents
and positively
promotes Winthrop; was named an honorary
Winthrop ambassador; received
the M. Cristine Grabiel Award
for "caring enough to make
this world a better place," the
Association for the Promotion
of Campus Activities Lifetime
Achievement Award, and the
National Association for Campus Activities Founders Award;
and was the first nonperformer
or agent named to the Campus
Entertainment Hall of Fame.
He also was named an honorary
alumnus by Winthrop's Alumni
Association, was named Rock
Hill Hometown Hero by a local
news station, and had the High
Five Award named in his honor.
(293 Mount Drive, #802, Sevierville, TN 37876)

1985
Ed Madden was appointed director of the Women's and Gender
Studies Program at the University of South Carolina after
serving as interim director for
14 months. His third book of
poetry, Nest, was published by
Salmon Poetry. He also presented a TED Talk at the Columbia,
South Carolina, TEDx Convention in January called "How to
Lift Him." (1906 Melissa Lane,
Columbia, SC 29210)

1987
Mark Benton began serving as
Jackson Christian's president
June 1. He previously served
as the schoof s director of
academics and missions. He
and his wife, Melody Harrell
('86), have three children. (134
Broadmeadow Drive, Jackson,
TN 38305)

1990
Ken ('91) and Tanja Wilks
Shackelford are serving as
missionaries with their four
children in Elbasan, Albania,
after ministering to churches
in California and Arkansas and
working on the Tibetan plateau.
They help lead an English school
called Elbasan Providence Center and work with several area
churches. Their eldest daughter,

.. ;,,,

Shelby, teaches in the school.
Tanja and second daughter,
Bethany, are working with a
local orphanage that houses
disabled children and are being
trained by a physical therapist to
help abandoned Down Syndrome babies. Their son, Robbie, works with Ken on a Global
Media Project to help believers
around the world connect more
fully to God's heart. Tanja also
home-schools their third daughter, Jillian, who was adopted two
years ago. (Rruga Dyli Haxhire
NR:22, Elbasan, Albania)

1991
Lisa Ort Harris received the

2014 Christy Award for the
romantic suspense category in
Christian fiction for her novel
Dangerous Passage. She and her
husband, Scott, are missionaries in Mozambique where he
works full time in church planting and discipleship. They have
three children. (CP 89, Inhambane, Mozambique)

1992

band, Shane, have a daughter.
(2908 Mossy Creek Drive, Little
Rock, AR 72211)
Shannon and Tracy Harvey Simmons announce the birth of a
son, Tanner Josiah, May 18. They
have 10 other children, Cooper,
Archer, Hosanna, Thatcher,
Olivia, Sophie, Hunter, Claire,
Carter and Meredith. Shannon
is a self.employed professional
counselor, and Tracy homeschools their children. (605 W.
Hickory St., Nevada, MO 64772)
Johnathan Vest is associate
professor of music and the
interim music department chair
at University of Tennessee at
Martin. He was recently elected
president of the Tennessee Music Education Association and
serves as the pianist/organist
for Martin First United Methodist Church. He and his wife,
Elizabeth, have two children,
Jon Harper and Virginia. (367
Mellow Lane, Martin, TN 3823 7)

to legal policy adviser and general counsel with the Arkansas
Department of Environmental
Quality. (2000 Magnolia Ave. ,
#157, Little Rock, AR 72202)
Thomas ('95) and Kimberlee
Watne Tandy announce the
birth of a son, Jonathan Paul,
Dec. 18, 2013 . They have three
other children, Elizabeth, Dominick and Timothy. Thomas is a
research lab supervisor conducting research for the ethanol
industry at Abengoa Bioenergy
New Technologies, and Kimberlee is a homemaker. (807 East
Sixth St. , York, NE 68467)

1998
Sandra Totty Weihe received the

2014 Teacher of the Year Award
for Bryant (Arkansas) Middle
School where she teaches
eighth-grade English. Her husband is Bill. (2791 Kruse Loop,
Alexander, AR 72002)

1999

sors Who Inspire" by NerdScholar, published May 19. He
is associate professor of family
studies and social services at
College of the Ozarks. He received his Ph.D. from University of Louisiana at Monroe. He
also is a licensed marriage and
family therapist and is an intensive therapist with Focus on
the Family's National Institute
of Marriage. He and his wife,
Tracy, have two daughters , Lillie
and Ruthie. (240 Deer Run
Road, Branson, MO 65616)
Kevin and Jessica Rickard
Mullins announce the birth of a
daughter, Kiyana Willow, Dec.
4, 2013. They have four other
children, Jayda, Brody, Taya and
Kaiya. Kevin is the art director
for Bourbon Brothers Holding
Company Inc., and Jessica is
a part-time speech-language
pathologist. (4122 County View
Way, Castle Rock, CO 80104)

2000

1996

Stephen Bell appeared in the

Stuart Spencer was promoted

inaugural "40 Under 40: Profes-

Brian Bush was selected in June
as Altus, Oklahoma, Chamber

JoAnne King was promoted

to chief operating officer for
Florida Hospital Flagler. She
has worked for Florida Hospital the past six years as vice
president of ancillary services.
She earned a Master of Social
Work from Florida State
University and a Master of
Business Administration from
Regis University. She also is a
licensed clinical social worker
and on the board of directors
for the Florida Hospices and
Palliative Care Association. She
and her husband, David Radziewicz, have one son, Thaddeus.
(38 Pine Valley Circle, Ormond
Beach, FL 32174)
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Luis and Michelle Ponds Pineda
announce the birth of a son,
Austin Ponds, April 10. They
have two other sons, Anthony
and Alex. (1004 Goldenview
Court, Durham, NC 27713)

1 994

Cara Lank became vice presi-

dent and credit officer for First
National Banker's Bank in
May. She was a certified bank
examiner and financial analyst
with Arkansas State Bank
Department for 14 years. She
graduated from the Graduate
School of Banking at University
of Colorado. She and her hus-
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Making a connection
By LI z How ELL , assistant to the president for alumni and parent relations
All of us have stories about the person or

persons who impacted our lives during our Harding experience. After 15 years
of working with alumni and
parents, my belief in the power
of the Harding experience is
even stronger. Simple words
of encouragement or acts of
kindness are never forgotten.
Liz Howell
For many of us, someone told
us about Harding, his or her enthusiasm caused
us to come, and we began our own family tree.
Following the principle of "six degrees of separation," which basically means that two people
connect in a minimum of six steps, Harding
connections seem much closer.
Dr. Clifton L. Ganus Jr. is at the top of the
list for football players on the 1959 team when
the Bisons came back. Fifty-five years later,
these men speak of Ganus with tear-filled eyes
of gratitude. This team is dedicating a new
football scoreboard this season in honor of
him and in memory of Coach Carl Allison for
their influence as mentors and godly men. The
legacy of these men will continue to bless others for generations.
Each year, Harding Alumni and Friends Travel

Club plans a cruise, and the gathering of Christians for worship is one of the highlights. The
singing is beautiful, emotional and inspirational.
This July we had graduates spanning the classes
of 1952-87. Chancellor David B. Burks spoke
about his heroes of faith who lived lives similar
to those described in Hebrews 11, and everyone
in the gathering shared similar memories of
these great men and women because of their
Harding connections.
Burks is publishing a book called Camaraderie
- A Celebration of Faith, Learning and Living. In
the epilogue of his book, he writes, "I believe
all of us who have shared the Harding experience have been influenced by giants ... Why is
Harding so special for so many people? I believe
in a large part it is because of lasting relationships that are built while students are at Harding, which will last through eternity."
As we reflect upon those who influenced us
and made our times at Harding life changing,
we look forward to when we are reunited for
eternity. For coming generations of the Harding
family, the future is very bright. We are excited
to see where the Lord leads you, who is in your
Harding family tree, and whose lives your influence will change. We can only imagine! H
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of Commerce CEO where he
also serves as head of economic
development efforts. He and
his wife, Becca Lewis, have
two children. (3408 Spring Hill
Drive, Edmond, OK 73013)

OUTSTANDING ALUMNI GO

ABOVE AND BEYOND
By

2001

ith each graduating class, the University produces
alumni who are thoroughly equipped to enter the
workforce and not only excel in their jobs but also
shine the light of Christ to those with whom they

Audrey Howell Chandler was

selected for the Arkansas Association of Elementary School
Principals board of directors.
She serves as the elementary principal at Spring Hill.
Her husband, Drew, is chief
financial officer of Farmer's
Bank and Trust. They have two
children, Griffin and Addison.
(7005 Forest Oak Drive, Texarkana, AR 71854)
Jeanine Philips Muller received
the Stow-Munroe Falls School
District PTA Outstanding
Educator Award May 7. She is
a first-grade teacher at Highland Elementary in Stow, Ohio.
Her husband, Joshua ('02),
owns Maple Creek Cabinetry &
Renovation. (77 N. Alling Road,
Tallmadge, OH 44278)
Brian Whitt was promoted to
chief operating officer of DWM
Facilities Maintenance where
he previously served as vice
president of operations. His
wife, Katie Meeks ('00), also
works for DWM Facilities Maintenance and is owner of Albany
Home Cleaning. They have
three children, Lily, Jamison
and Patrick. (2445 Nottingham
Mall, Niskayuna, NY 12309)

2002

2003
Jonathan and Brandie Wilson
Reynolds announce the birth

ofa son, Wilson Worth, June
24. They have two other sons,
Wallace and Warren. Jonathan
is treasurer for El Dorado &
Wesson Railway, and Brandie
is a homemaker. (1620 O'Rear
Road, El Dorado, AR 71730)
Bob and Carrie McMillen Sigmund announce the birth of a
I
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come in contact. While many of the more than 50,000 Harding alumni are deserving of
recognition, the following have been selected based on their work and example, earning the respect of those around them while serving God, family and community. The following will be honored during the Black and Gold Banquet Oct. 31.

OUTSTANDING
YOUNG ALU MNI
Willie ('95) and Korie Howard ('95) Robertson
~

~

~

~

DISTINGUISHED
ALU MNI

The Robertsons are best known for their
family businesses - Duck Commander and
Buck Commander - and their hit show
"Duck Dynasty."
Willie Robertson is CEO of Duck Commander and Buck Commander, and Korie is CFO
of Duck Commander.
Together the couple wrote the New York
Times' Best Seller The Duck Commander Family about their lives built on a foundation of
faith, family and ducks.
They have five children and attend Whites
Ferry Road Church of Christ in West
Monroe, Louisiana.

Dr. John ('74) and Beverly Shankle ('74) Simmons
Both are drawn to the medical field: John is
a doctor of internal medicine, and Beverly, a
former nurse.
~ John currently serves as chairman for Harding's board of trustees.
~ The couple is active in their church, West
Seventh Street Church of Christ in Columbia,
Tennessee. John is an elder for the congregation, and both actively support the church's
Lads to Leaders and Leaderettes program.
~ They have two children and six grandchildren.
~

Howard and Julie Newsom
Mooney announce the birth of a
daughter, Caitlin Elizabeth, Jan.
9. They also have a son, Colin.
Howard is accounting manager
for First Preston HT, and Julie
is a senior marketing analyst for
Windstream Communications
and graduated with an MBA
from University of Texas at Dallas in May 2012. (1149 Knightsbridge Drive, Frisco, TX 75034)
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son, Nathan James, Jan. 26. Bob
is a software engineer contractor,
and Carrie is the music teacher
at Carpe Diem Private Preschool
in Frisco, Texas. (4601 River
Crossing, McKinney, TX 75070)

2004
Taylor and Kristi Lowery Belt
announce the birth of a son, Jackson Riley, April 26. They have
another son, Carter. Taylor is
worship minister at Sugar Grove

Church of Christ, and Kristi is
a homemaker. (9314 Sanford
Road, Houston, TX 77031)
Colby ('05) and Cheryl Calhoun
Blaisdell announce the birth of
a son, Rory Calhoun, June 28.
(1457 Rockshire Drive, Plano,
TX 75074)
Bethany Marcacci married Derick Hingle Dec. 21 , 2013. Bethany is a hospital/facilities representative for People's Health,
and Derick is a photographer

for USA Today Sports Images.
(1809 Robert St. , New Orleans,
LA 70115)
Tony Garcia completed his Doctor of Musical Arts degree in
trombone performance from
Rutgers University in April. Tony
is a musician for the U.S. Navy.
He and his wife, Ashley Kellum
('05) , are relocating to Naples,
Italy, for duty with the Navy
Band. (5375 Ortega Farms Blvd.,
#1105, Jacksonville, FL 32210)

a
OUTSTANDING

Dr. Cheryl Billante

Dr. Dennis Organ

Dr. Jerry Jones

College of Allied Health
Dr. Cheryl Rainey ('86) Billante
l> Billante is a retired professor, having
taught in the department of otolaryngology at Vanderbilt University Medical Center.
l> Prior to teaching, she worked as a clinical speech-language pathologist.
l> Billante's long list of honors includes
Who's Who in Medicine and Health
Care, 1st Society for Promotion of
International Oto-Rhino-Laryngoglgy
Inc. Award, and the American SpeechLanguage-Hearing Association Award
for Continuing Education.
l> She and her husband, Mark, have one son.
College of Arts & Humanities
Dr. Dennis Organ ('66)
l> Emeritus professor of English, Organ
formerly served as dean of the College of
Arts & Humanities from 2004-11.
l> Additionally, he was executive director
of Alpha Chi National College Honor
Scholarship Society from 1994-2012.
~ He was twice awarded the Distinguished
Teacher Award - in 1977 and in 1984.
~ He and his wife, Sherry Balthrop, have
three sons and are members of Downtown Church of Christ in Searcy.
College of Bible & Ministry
Dr. Jerry Jones ('60)
l> Jones and his wife, Lynn, travel nationally and internationally presenting their
"Marriage Matters" conference, having
given more than 400 seminars.

2006
Shawn and Shelley Turner
Mansur announce the birth of
a daughter, Scarlett Camille,
March 4, 2013. Shawn owns
Bin There Dump That ATX in
Austin, Texas. (401 Congress,
Ste 1540, Austin, TX 78701)
David and Sarah Riddle Skelton
announce the birth of a son, Atticus Roy Orrin, May 21. They
have two other sons, Emmett

Mark Stevens

ALUMNI

Cecil Boothe

l> In 2013, they began "Straight Talk:
Into Human Behavior, Into the Heart
of God," an equipping workshop for
church leaders and spouses.
l> From 1974-83, Jones served as chair
and professor in the University's then
Bible department.
l> He has three children, two stepchildren
and six grandchildren.
College of Business Administration
Mark Stevens ('85)
l> Prior to his retirement, Stevens was
senior vice president for XTO Energy.
l> Currently, he is on the board of directors
of Home Bank Texas and was recently
appointed to the board of Athlon Energy.
l> Stevens is also part owner of MorningStar Partners and owner of MarkSquared
Investments and Hardway Classic Cars.
l> He and his wife, Angela, have three children and attend Pleasant Ridge Church
of Christ.
College of Education
Cecil Boothe ('70)
l> Boothe was director and associate professor at the Harding University Northwest Arkansas Professional Center in
Rogers before he retired earlier this year.
l> Always an educator, Boothe has been an
elementary school teacher, middle school
principal, elementary principal, assistant
principal and adjunct professor.
l> The City of Conway, Arkansas, awarded
him "Cecil Boothe Day" in 1998, and he

and Ian. David is a doctoral
student at Florida State studying religion, and Sarah is a
pediatric nurse. (3225 Addison
Lane, Tallahassee, FL 32317)
Nathan and Vicki Wagner
announce the birth of a son,
Joel Steven, May 28. Nathan is
the upper school principal at
Westbury Christian School in
Houston and received a Master
of Education in curriculum
and instruction from Houston

Jerry Myhan

Jon Wood

was named National Educator of the Year
by the Milken Family Foundation in 1994.
l> He and his wife, Millie Jo Cannon, have
three children and attend Bella Vista
(Arkansas) Church of Christ.
College of Nursing
Jerry Myhan ('72)
l> An associate professor in the Carr College of Nursing, Myhan has taught at the
University for 30 years.
l> He has received the Distinguished
Teacher Award twice, once in 2002 and
again in 2011.
l> He and his family lived and worked as
health care missionaries in Haiti for
three years.
l> He and his wife, Dianne Doty, have
three children and five grandchildren
and attend Cloverdale Church of Christ
in Searcy.
College of Sciences
Jon Wood ('87)
:> As chief intellectual property counsel
for Bridgestone Americas Inc., Wood is
responsible for all aspects of intellectual
property, such as patents and trademarks, for the company.
l> He is a member of the Arkansas and
Tennessee Bar Associations and on the
board of directors for Intellectual Property Owners.
l> He also serves on the executive committee for Invent Now Inc.
l> He and his wife, Lisa, have four children.

Baptist University, and Vicki
is pursuing a doctoral degree
from the University of Houston. (5500 N. Braeswood Blvd.,
#192, Houston, TX 77096)

2008
Danny and Leslie Galloway Mayberry announce the birth of a
son, Caleb Glenn, April 10, 2013.
Danny is the manager for the
Parks Department for the City of
Murphy, and Leslie is a home-

maker and teaches preschool
for their church. (4271 Fm 1565,
Caddo Mills, TX 75135)
Daniel ('07) and Erica Seawel
Wade announce the birth of a
son, Truitt Benjamin, May 29.
Daniel is an account manager
at Obsidian Public Relations,
and Erica teaches kindergarten
at Central Arkansas Christian
School. (3909 N. Cypress St.,
North Little Rock, AR 72116)

FALL 201 4

I Harding I 27

[Connections]
2009
Jason and Katie Meiners Enlow
announce the birth of a son,
Vance Lee, May 11. Jason is a
civil engineer, and Katie is a
homemaker. (3935 Lester Harris Road, Kevil, KY 4205 3)
Scott ('08) and Alli Henry Kimberly announce the birth
of a son, Henry Radcliffe,
April 10. Scott is an attorney
in Murfreesboro, Tennessee,
and Alli works for McKesson
Pharmaceutical in La Vergne,
Tennessee. (503 7 Tricia Place,
Murfreesboro, TN 37129)
Gray Yates ('07) married Katelin
Parks April 19. Gray works in
education, and Katelin works
in health care. (33 3 High Point
Terrace, Memphis, TN 38111)

2010
Samantha Switzer married
Samuel Bushey, March 8.
Samantha is in the graduate counseling program at
Harding, and Samuel is an
accountant at Windstream
Communications in Little Rock,
Arkansas. (240 E. A Ave. , North
Little Rock, AR 72116)

2011
Megan Valentine is curator
and registrar of the Alexandria
Museum of Art in Alexandria,
Louisiana. She received a master's in art history with a focus
in Egyptian art and a graduate
certificate in museum studies
at the University of Memphis in
2013 . (920 Twin Bridges Road,
#17, Alexandria, LA 71303)

2014
Emily Davis is the traffic manager at Eric Rob & Isaac. (105
Claire Cove, Searcy, AR 72143)

Send us your news
We love hearing from you.
Please keep us updated with
what's happening in your life:
a wedding, birth , job change,
promotion, award, retirement,
etc. Send your news items to:
"Connections"
Harding University
Office of Alumni Relations
Box 10768
Searcy, AR 72149-5615
or alumninews@harding.edu
Please note that because of
publishing deadlines, your
information may be delayed
an issue.
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Standout
interior designer

For some, the idea of having a professional designer redecorate and reimagine their room may seem out of reach.
,,.,'
In her job as an in-home designer for
La-Z-Boy, Sara Guglielmo Sweeney
_;, .. ·' ' •·t vi
.A
('09) is able to make that dream a
'-.\••~1., r
reality and help anyone's home become
,
✓
a
more beautiful and functiona l.
The design service, which is complimentary to customers, allows
Sweeney to work with a variety of clients, each of whom has different needs and tastes. When a customer comes in looking fo r help on
a project, Sweeney is able to lend her talents to improve their home.
"Once they've booked an appointment, I go out to thei r
house, and I'll sit down with them," Sweeney says. "We'll dive in
a little deeper about their lifestyles: what thei r daily life looks
like, how that space is used, and what goes on in their home."
After measuring the space, Sweeney can begin the design
process, creating 2-D and 3-D plans and renderings and picking fabrics, frames, lamps, artwork and more for the space. The
clients are then presented with the whole plan.
"Some clients are able to purchase everything all at once,
and some people I plan phases for so that, at the end of their
project, they have the room of their dreams, " Sweeney says.
Sweeney works hard to incorporate he r clients' personalities, styles and families into each project. One client, a young
mother who had recently lost her husband, wanted to display
his military honors and mementos in the family room.
"That was a very delicate thing ," Sweeney recalls. "I had t o
understand each piece that she wanted to display. Some of them
were really heavy and big like his helmet, and some we re easy
and smaller like metals, photographs and the flag that lay over
his casket. I thought that was probably one of the most rewa rding projects - to help her move forward but to also display he r
husband's memorabilia proudly and with honor."
Her hard work helped her stand out in the Boston and New
York market, which led to her being named Designer of the Year
three times for the area. The honor comes with a plaque and a
ceremony celebrating the winning La-Z-Boy designers. For the
last two ceremonies, Sweeney and the regional winners were
able to tour the furniture market in High Point, North Carolina .
"It was like my Christmas," Sweeney says. "We met with all of
our vendors that La-Z-Boy works with. It's almost like an entire
neighborhood of big buildings of everything - lighting and furniture and bedding. We got to see the up-and-coming trends."
As the result of her multiple honors, Sweeney was tapped by
the company to be the face of La-Z-Boy in an Aug. 2 episode of
HGTV's "House Hunters Renovation."
"That was wildly exciting. I didn't even believe it was going to
happen until it did. It felt bigger than me."
Sweeney can be seen welcoming the homeowners and HGTV
designer featured in the show into the La-Z-Boy showroom and
helping them find the right furniture for their space. She was also
featured in a La-Z-Boy commercial that airs on HGTV.
As for the future, Sweeney hopes to continue to be able to
exercise her creativity through design and to help others feel at
home within their space. H
- Jennifer Hannigan
.•
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Passages
Dona Pursley Cornutt ('36) ,
98, died June 4. She was the
first female student to receive
her accounting degree from
Harding. She worked in the
family auto business, Plains
Motor Co., in Pampa, Texas,
for several years. She taught
award-winning DECA classes
at Pampa High School where
she also ran the co-op. She
was a member of Mary Ellen
& Harvester Church of Christ.
Active in the Pampa Chamber of Commerce, she served
on the board of directors and
chaired the Chamber's Country
Fair. In 1960, she was named
Pampa Woman of the Year and
was later named the Chamber
of Commerce Citizen of the
Year. She was an artist and was
a member of Pampa Art Club
as well as Pampa Garden Club.
She was preceded in death by
her husband, James Cornutt, in
1959. She is survived by her two
sons, C.E. "Doc" and James Travis; a daughter, Molly Goodwin;
three grandchildren and four
great-grandchildren.
John Edward Strawn ('51) , 89,
died April 15 . He was a U.S .
Navy World War II veteran
and had been employed at
K-Mart Distribution Center
for six years prior to retiring
in 1989. He was survived by
his wife, June Sands, who died
July 10; three sons, Michael,
Robert and Jeffrey ('76) ;
three daughters, Judy Starret,
Juanita Reeves and Kathryn
Zartman ('71) ; one brother,
James; four sisters, Mary Lee
Jorgenson, Naomi Miller,
Martha Hoffman and Colleen
Martsolf; 14 grandchildren; 18
great-grandchildren; and one
great-great-granddaughter.
Martha Jane Clark Embree ('52) ,
84, died April 21 from Parkinson'.s disease. She received
a master's degree in home
economics from University of
Kentucky. She taught home economics at Southeastern Christian College in Winchester,
Kentucky, prior to the schoofs
closing. She later worked as
an upholsterer and substitute
teacher. She was a member of
Fisherville (Kentucky) Church
of Christ and Sellersburg
(Indiana) Church of Christ.
She was preceded in death by
her husband, James. She is
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survived by a son, James; three
daughters, Joan Marsh, Teresa
Marsh and Holly Anderson;
and 11 grandchildren.
Anna Corrine Graham ('53), 81 ,
died Dec. 1, 2013. She taught
elementary school in and
around Searcy for 18 years. She
was an active member of AWH
in Memphis, Tennessee, and
lived four years in Copenhagen,
Denmark. She was a member
of Sycamore View Church
of Christ for 25 years. She is
preceded in death by a son,
Royce Eubanks. She is survived
by her husband of 29 years, J.R.
Graham; a daughter, Elizabeth
Fuller; and four grandchildren.
Mary Lou Johnson Curry ('54) ,
82, died April 3. After graduating from Harding, she attended
the University of Arkansas at
Little Rock on a one-year Ford
Foundation scholarship. She
taught elementary school from
the 1950s until 2007 when she
retired from Lafayette Elementary School. She is survived by
her husband, Bill ('53) ; three
sons, Bart, Cliff and Robert; a
daughter, Patti; two sisters, Nell
Heselius and Patricia Oberg;
three grandchildren; and four
great-grandchildren.
Donald Eugene Michael ('56),
85, died June 27, 2013. He
served in the U.S. Air Force
during World War II. He was
a minister for churches of
Christ in Arkansas, Nebraska,
Iowa, Colorado, California and
for 46 years in Grants Pass,
Oregon. He served as a missionary twice in Albania and
also in New Mexico, working
with the Navajo Indians to
establish a mission. He started
church Bible camps for teens in
Marshalltown; Iowa, Fremont,
Nebraska; and Cortex, Colorado. He was instrumental in
establishing York (Nebraska)
College. He semi-retired in
1991 but continued his ministry
at other churches of Christ as
needed. He is survived by his
wife of 64 years , Ella Hope
Lane; three sons, Kevin, Jerry
and Jeff; a daughter, Donna
Bryan; two sisters, Karen and
Kay; 11 grandchildren; and 13
great-grandchildren.
Jane Claxton Talbert ('56) , 79,
died May 13. She was a retired
dietitian and attended Jefferson
Avenue Church of Christ. She
was preceded in death by her
husband, Gene; and a daughter,
Deborah Sue. She is survived

by three sons, David, Steve and
Doug; two daughters, Ann
Hall and Sue Cummings; and
six grandchildren.
Ella Jane Russell Davenport

('57) , 79, died April 26. She
was an educator for 32 years,
teaching in several states and
overseas. She and her husband
served three tours to Africa as
missionaries for the church
of Christ from 1964-72. She
retired from Ezell-Harding
Christian School in Antioch,
Tennessee, in 2003. She was a
lifelong advocate and volunteer
for the Tennessee Right to Life
in Nashville, Tennessee. She
enjoyed her work with her
church, ladies Wednesday Bible
class and serving the community. She was preceded in
death by her husband, Dewayne
('57). She is survived by a son,
Russell D.; a daughter, Mary C.
Martin; seven grandchildren;
and two great-grandchildren.
Ray Clayton Diller ('58) , 82,
died March 13. After high
school graduation, he was employed with Santa Fe Railroad
until enlisting in the U.S. Marine Corps in 1950. He served
his country proudly during the
Korean Conflict, being stationed
in California. He also made
two trips to Korea. After being
honorably discharged in 1954,
he signed up for three years in
the Marine Corps Reserve and
was discharged in 1957. He was
employed in June 1958 with
Harris, Upham & Co. (now
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney).
He retired as vice president of
sales after 25 years due to failing
health. He was a member of Adams Boulevard Church of Christ
where he was a Sunday school
teacher and deacon for several
years. He coached Little League
baseball and basketball. He
was one of the founders of the
Bartlesville Junior Achievement
Organization and also was active
in Jaycees, Toastmasters and the
Bartlesville Club of the Physically Handicapped. He is survived
by his wife of 60 years, Evelyn
Jean Hensley; two sons, Mike
and Steve ('80); two daughters,
Michelle Tooke ('76) and Lori
Barrows; and several grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
Joe Walter Hightower ('59),
77, died July 25. He earned a
master's and a Ph.D. in physical
chemistry at Johns Hopkins
University. He came to Rice
University in 1967 as professor

in the department of chemical engineering. His research
specialty, heterogeneous
catalysis, was in such demand
internationally that he taught
more than 100 short courses on
it and consulted for both U.S .
and international catalyst and
oil processing companies. He
also served the University by
chairing the tenure and ethics
committee; serving on the
admissions committee; and
holding posts of director of
sponsored research, department chairman and secretary
of the faculty. He and his wife
were faculty associates at Baker
College for more than 30 years.
In 2002, he won the C.M. and
Demaris Hudspeth Award for
Student Life and Clubs. He
also was active in the American Chemical Society and was
named a fellow in 2010. After
chairing an American Chemical
Society committee on automotive catalytic converters in the
early 1970s, he testified before
the U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Science and
Technology. Active in the Houston section, he was a councilor
to the national ACS and chaired
the ACS Petroleum Research
Fund for five years. He was
active in international catalysis
circles, twice editing the proceedings of the International
Congress on Catalysis. He was
chair of the Gordon Research
Conference board for six years.
He was a founding member of
the Southwest Catalysis Society
and received its Award for
Excellence in Applied Catalysis
in 2011. He won many other
awards , including the American Chemical Society Award in
Petroleum Chemistry, the Texas
Institute of Chemists Honor
Scroll, and the Alpha Chi Sigma
Distinguished Alumni Award.
He helped found the Hospitality Apartments, a nonprofit
organization, in 1968 with encouragement from his friends
at Bering Drive Church of
Christ where he was a member.
The apartments provide free
housing to families from outside the Houston area in need
of extended treatment at Texas
Medical Center. He led the
ministry's development from a
single World War II army barracks apartment into a 46-unit,
four-story complex, which has
served nearly 7,500 families
from 49 states and more than
60 foreign countries. He baked

more than 35,000 loaves of
sourdough bread, which he
gave to welcome all Apartments
guests, to encourage volunteers and to thank donors. He
received the Jefferson Prize for
Public Service in Houston in
1982 and the award for Leadership in Volunteerism in 1992.
He is survived by his wife of 34
years, Ann; a daughter, Amy
Bird; and a brother, Ed ('60).
Martha Lee Crowell Osowski

('59), 76, died April 30. She
worked for Arkansas Power &
Light from 1959-65 demonstrating electrical appliances and
designing kitchens. She was preceded in death by her husband,
Stanley. She is survived by a son,
Shawn; a daughter, Sharon Morgan; and two grandchildren.
Mildred L. "Millie" Hickingbottom Ganong ('61), 80, died April

1. Her teaching career included
Helena, Arkansas; Melbourne,
Florida; the U.S. Department of
Defense teaching Air Force personnel children on bases in the
Azores; Newfoundland, Japan
and Germany; West Memphis,
Arkansas; and in 1978, she
began her work in Memphis
City Schools where she retired
in 1995. Her retirement was
short-lived as her love for children had her substitute reading
for Central Day School for six
years. She was a member of
Central Church for more than
30 years where she served on
the Staff Circle as a greeter and
a co-leader along with her husband of a small prayer group.
She is survived by her husband,
Jim; two stepsons, Steve and
Don; two stepdaughters, Cherri
Robinson and Denise Linebarier; and 11 grandchildren.
Wallace Hufschmid ('63), 78,
died March 10. He served in the
Korean Conflict, designed and
sold forms for Reynolds and
Reynolds Co., and also was an
interim preacher at churches of
Christ in Arkansas and Oklahoma City and surrounding
towns. He is survived by a son,
Donald; and three daughters,
Ramona Wolf ('80) , Kimley
Moler and Rebecca Thomason.
Alva Gene Du er ('65) , 70,
died Aug. 2.
He received
a Bachelor
of Science in
mathematics
from Arkansas
College and
a Master of
FALL 2014
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Science in 1969 from University
of Missouri at Rolla in math
and computer science. He
began teaching mathematics for
Harding in 1969. After a short
hiatus to continue graduate
work, he returned to Harding to
direct the first computer center
and taught at the University 45
years. He made it his mission
to coach his students to success
in mathematics and became
affectionately known as Coach
Dugger. He was a member of
College Church of Christ. He
channeled his love of Jesus, the
outdoors and riding motorcycles
into a ministry of helping young
people to experience the Creator
through nature and riding. He
is survived by his wife of 52
years, Fran Magness; two sons,
Jonathan ('90) and Joe ('92) ; a
daughter, Sabrina Reynolds; his
mother, Myrtle Alice Dugger; a
brother, Billy Don; two sisters,
Donna Sue Carlton and Kay
Carlton; six grandchildren; and
two great-grandchildren.
Rebecca Williams Dearden
('67), 67, died May 16 from brain
cancer. She earned her master's
in reading from Arkansas State
University and her leadership
endorsement from the University of Mississippi. She taught 20
years at West Memphis Christian School. She then worked for
DeSoto County Schools for 20
years, serving as a special education teacher at Shadow Oaks
Elementary School, assistant
principal at Hom Lake Middle
School, and principal at Center
Hill Elementary School, which
received Blue Ribbon designation in 2009. In 2007, she was
named DeSoto County School
District's Administrator of the
Year. She was preceded in death
by a son, Kevin McNeely. She is
survived by her husband, Albert;
a daughter, Krista Rickman; and
two grandchildren.
J. Larry Williams ('68) , 67, died
April 16. He served 13 years as
executive director of Albuquerque (New Mexico) Christian
Children's Home and nine
years as executive director of
Southern Christian Children's
Home in Morrilton, Arkansas.
He and his wife were missionaries for eight years to Brazil.
He took nine mission/humanitarian trips to Belarus. He
received his Doctor of Ministry
in 1991. Former Arkansas Gov.
Mike Huckabee appointed him
to the State Child Abuse and
30 I Harding
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[ EVENTS ]

OCIOBER
30-Nov. 2
Homecoming and Bison Days II

NOVEMBER
4
Lyceum: The Rhodes Show

13
ASI speaker Eric Greitens

17
Lyceum: Jerome Reed

24-28
Thanksgiving break

DECEMBER
1
Lyceum: Kristin and
Timothy Smith

4-6
"Charlie's Aunt"
13
Fall graduation

15-Jan. 9
Christmas break

JANUARY
12
Spring classes begin

19
Martin Luther King Jr. holiday

22
Lyceum: Di Wu

29-Feb. 1
Bison Days III

FEBRUARY
16
Winter Preview

19
ASI speaker Archie Manning

19-21, 26-28
"The Scarlet Letter"

23
Lyceum: Aquila Theatre
"The Tempest"

For a complete Ust of events
and contact informatfon, visit
www.harding.edu/calendar.

,

Neglect Prevention Board. He
also was awarded the Tablet of
Honor for services to children
of the world from Kiwanis
Club. He was a member of the
church of Christ. He is survived
by his wife, Loretta Wheeler
('67) ; a son, Alan; a <laughter, Yvonne ('92); his mother,
Alberta; and three sisters,
Delories Lyon, Dian McDaniel
and Debbie Sisk ('81).
Lewis Griffith ('72) , 63, died
June 15. He worked for Frisco
in Kansas City and Thayer, Missouri, and in West Memphis,
Arkansas. While he was with the
railroad, he worked as a fireman,
a trainman and an engineer, and
he ran a switch engine. He retired from Burlington Northem.
He is survived by his wife, Judy.
David L. Bendickson ('82), 69,
died Jan. 11. He was 34 years
old with three
children when
he came to
Harding as
a freshman.
He was a
night security
supervisor and
preached at area congregations
while he attended school. After
graduation he attended Harding
School of Theology in Memphis,
Tennessee, one year and then
moved to Grand Island, Nebraska, where he preached 16 years
at Stolley Park Church of Christ.
In 1999 he moved to Davenport, Iowa, where he preached
nine and a half years at Central
Church of Christ. After retiring
in December 2008, he joined his
wife, Marty, as a real estate agent
but remained active in ministry.
He was an avid outdoorsman
and enjoyed hunting, particularly bow hunting. This interest
led him to form Heart Shot
Ministry, an outreach using
archery basics to teach Christian
principles, which his son is
continuing. He is survived by
his wife, Marty; a son, Troy ('98);
two daughters, Christy Perkins
('89) and Robin Baker ('93); and
12 grandchildren.
Bruce L. Grice ('84) , 51 , died
June 29. He received his Master
of Divinity from Harding
School of Theology in 1989
where he received honorable
mention for the Jack P. Lewis
Ministry of Study Award. He
served as youth minister with
Somers Avenue Church of
Christ in North Little Rock, Arkansas, from 1984-94. In 1994,

he became youth minister with
West Side Church of Christ in
Russellville, Arkansas. He also
served West Side as associate
minister and pulpit minister
beginning in 2010. He volunteered for The Center for the
Arts at Russellville High School
and enjoyed golf and fishing.
He is survived by his wife of
23 years, Mary Oldham; a son,
Brandon; a daughter Erin; and a
sister, Melissa Danford ('89).
Maurice Lestel Lawson, 100,
died July 30. He earned his B.S.
and a master's
degree in
mathematics
at Oklahoma
State University. After
serving in the
Navy during
World War II, he earned a Master of Science degree in physics
at the University of Oklahoma
in 1951. Following teaching
at Arkansas State University,
he came to Harding in 1954.
For approximately 15 years
he was Harding's only physics teacher. He retired in 1982
after 28 years of service. He
served many years as an elder
at College Church of Christ
and worked extensively in the
education program. After retirement, he and his wife, Lois,
devoted countless hours to the
His House ministry, for which
they were jointly given Harridan's Outstanding Community
Service award in 2001. He was
preceded in death by his wife of
73 years, Lois Lee Lawson. He
is survived by three sons, Jimmie ('64) , Larry ('68) and David
('71); five grandchildren; and 12
great-grandchildren.
James Stanley Marshall, 91 ,
died June 8. He joined the
faculty at Florida State University in 1958 where he headed
the department of science
education until he became
associate dean in 1966. In 1967
he became dean of the School
of Education. He assumed the
FSU presidency in February
1969 and retired from the presidency in August 1976. He also
was an education consultant to
governments of nine countries.
In 1978, he founded Sonitrol of
Tallahassee Inc. and operated
the company for 10 years. He
founded the James Madison
Institute in 1987 and served
as its president and CEO from
1987-2000. He served from
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A master teacher
By Jo H N

KELLE R,

professor of art and design

On Aug. 20, when the news of the passing of
our beloved teacher, colleague and friend went
out to art and design faculty and alumni, the
responses began arriving in my inbox. As we
reflect on how he went about living and teaching, we continue to learn from Don Robinson, a
master teacher.
Robinson received his B.S. from Southwest
Missouri State and his M.A. from Colorado State.
He taught art and industrial art in Missouri before coming to Harding to teach art in 1962. He
was chair of the department of art and design
from 1978-99. After retiring, he continued to
teach the jewelry class for several years.
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To step into his shoes as chair of the department of art and design was a daunting task. I
was his student even as a colleague. He was my
mentor and friend. But he was that for all of
his students and colleagues. Following are some
reflections from fellow art and design faculty.
Daniel Adams, the current art and design
chair, said, "I remember he and I working on
the design of the floor of the Mclnteer rotunda
- him with large printouts of grid patterns on
which he carefully picked the color of each tile
that would make up the map of the world and
me figuring out how to wrap the whole image
with the great commission. But what I remember most was perspective - not linear perspective but perspective on life."
Faye Doran stated, "Mr. Robinson always
impressed me when he talked about [his wife]

Shirley. He always referred to her as his lovely
bride and conveyed his love and respect for
her as he said it. He has been missed and will
continue to be appreciated by those of us who
loved and worked with him."
Paul Pitt recalled Robinson helping him build
a wood heater from metal scraps in order to help
cut his heating expenses in the winter.
Greg Clayton shared, "In each role his gentle
support and steady direction made possible
sustained growth and service. When he worked
with students, his calm and clear expectations
helped them both focus and relax into their
creative challenges and prepared them for solving challenges that have
little to do with art and
design -- those ongoing,
everyday challenges. There
are now generations of artists and designers, parents
and believers whose lives
are better for the calm and
compassionate faith that
he modeled daily for us."
Steve Choate said that
it was Robinson's encouragement that inspired
him to pursue art history.
"I have many wonderful
memories of Mr. Robinson.
He was a wonderful man ...
and I will miss him."
Beverly Austin stated,
"A man of dignity and love
has gone to be with our
Father in heaven. His life
and teaching moved me as
a Christian and artist to behave better and be
diligent and honest with my art. I will miss this
beautiful man of God."
Amy Cox said, "I was fortunate to have him
as a professor. He somehow knew what you were
capable of and in a calm, kind and direct way, he
guided you to you best work. I, like many others,
am blessed to have been a part of his ministry."
Bonnie Manor, the department's administrative assistant said, "He always impressed me as
such a kind and gentle man with a loving spirit.
He will be missed, but he is here in the building, and his spirit will live on with all of us." H
Robinson ;s surv;ved by h;s wife of 59 years,
Shfrley; two sons, Danny ('80) and Mark ('79); a
daughter, Kathy Crossman ('81); a brother, Orin;
and e;ght grandchildren.

2002-05 on the board of trustees
ofFSU. In January 2005, he was
appointed as a member of the
Florida Board of Governors. He
was a member of the Advisory
Board of the American Studies Institute at Harding. He is
survived by his wife of 48 years,
Shirley Slade; three sons, David,
John and Drew; two daughters,
Sue Jones and Kimberly Rosero;
and 14 grandchildren.
John "Jack" T. McKinney, 86,
died June 16. He served as a
missionary
in Zurich,
Switzerland,
and Chemnitz,
East Germany,
and he taught
Greek and
Bible at Harding. "Opa," as he was known,
was an avid walker, reader and
history buff, and he loved to
travel and preach the word. He
is survived by his wife, Joanne;
two sons, Mike ('86) and Chris;
two daughters, Linda Baker
('79) and Patty ('81 ); a brother,
Robert; eight grandchildren and
six great-grandchildren.
Larry Allen Daughety Sr., 73 ,
died July 7. He attended North
Central Christian College
in Rochester,
Michigan,
where he
met his wife.
They lived in
.....___.._ ............;;.._..... Port Huron,
Michigan, where he worked
as a cable splicer. In 1965 they
moved to Valparaiso, Indiana,
where they were house parents
for Schultz-Louis Children's
Home. In May 1969 they
moved to Searcy, Arkansas, so
that their children could attend
Harding Academy. He began
working for Harding at the
College Farm Dairy. In 1974 he
became the dorm manager of
Graduate Hall. When the dairy
closed, he became manager
of buildings and grounds. He
later became manager of the
stock room, where he ordered
and maintained inventory for
the University. He served as
an elder at College Church of
Christ from 1996-2009. He is
survived by his wife of 53 years,
Mary Lou Smart ('78); four
sons, Larry Jr. ('87) , Mark ('88),
Edward ('93) and David ('99); a
daughter, Debra Nesbitt ('97);
18 grandchildren; and four
great-grandchildren.
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You know you went to Harding if ...
Compiled by

HANNAH BEALL OWENS

There have been and always will be classic images, commonly heard phrases and unique
experiences that connect alumni of this university together. In July, we went to social media
and asked you to complete this sentence: "You know you went to Harding if ... ," and you
did not disappoint. Here are some of our favorite answers from Facebook and Twitter.
"You made friends for life, including Jesus Christ."
- Oscar A. Andrade ('96)

"You cant help but avoid walking under bell towers, just in case."
- Julie Anne White (sophomore)

"You cannot visit a church anywhere in the world without meeting
someone else who went to Harding!" - Lisa Morton Wagner ('87)

"You knew the significance of songbooks and keys in December
- I loved sleigh bell day!"
- Heather Bittle McDonald ('98)

"You expect every
sports crowd to sing
four-part harmony."
- Amanda Pruitt ('09)
"You have friends all
over the country that
you keep in touch
with always."
- Lisa Maness
Hayostek ('84)
"You cant sing 'The
Lord Bless You and
Keep You' without feeling like it's the end of
the semester."
- Shayna Lambert ('11)
"You still refer to midnight as 'curfew."'
- Hazel Halliburton ('13)
"You are blessed to
visit more countries in
a semester than most
people do in a lifetime!"
- Lauren Stewart ('11)
"Dr. Neale Pryor knew
your name ... and
where you sat."
- David Hall ('89)

"You have a diploma
from Harding."
- Jared Dryden ('14)
"When coworkers say
'I'm going to Happy
Hour!' you think they
mean Sonic."
- John Mark
Adkison ('11)
"Hearing/singing 'Just
as I Arri makes you
think of Jimmy Allen."
- Jenn Bonzagni
Tennison ('05)
"You can spell
camaraderie."
- Jon Holman ('02)
"You were part of a
'social club' made of
Greek letters."
- Mary Ashley
Callaway ('09)
"'Near the Foothills of
the Ozarks' echoes in
your head."
- Melissa Walling
Morrison ('91)

"You've eaten more
chicken biscuits in one
school year than most people eat their whole lives. And you still
look forward to getting chicken biscuits."
- Caleb Krug ('14)

"You walk into a large
enclosed space and
think it would be a
good place to sing because of the acoustics."
- Kristin Scanlon (senior)

"You automatically associate the word 'swing' with 'ring."'
- Lauren Conn ('04)

"You saw more of your family at Spring Sing than Thanksgiving."
- Reid Belew ('14)
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Football awarded
NCAA Student-Athlete
Sportsmanship Award
During the Homecoming game Oct. 26,
2013, Henderson State receiver Robert
Jordan came down awkwardly while
catching his third touchdown pass of the
game. Jordan broke his leg in two places,
and the Bisons joined Henderson State
players to form a semicircle around him,
praying for him until he was loaded onto
an ambulance for a trip to a local hospital. The concern showed by the Harding
football team earned them the recognition
for the 2013-14 NCAA Student-Athlete
Sportsmanship Award.
Following the game, a large number of
Harding players joined Henderson State
players to visit Jordan in the hospital.
PHOTO BY JEFF MONTGOMERY
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Arm-in-arm
Sporting Bison backpacks, two of the record
4,492 undergraduate students stroll across
campus. Harding has been ranked by U.S. News
& World Report as one of the best universities
in the South for the 21st consecutive year.

